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Introduction: 

Letter from the Chair: 

Hello Delegates, 

I would like to extend my welcome and personal thank you to all you hopeful delegates 

for pledging participation in EagleMUNC VII. I, Michael McLaughlin, will be your chair for the 

United Nations Security Council committee. First, I would like to introduce myself. I am a junior 

in the Carroll School of Management at Boston College and I am double-majoring in Finance 

and U.S. History. I am from Walpole, Massachusetts, just minutes away from Gillette Stadium, 

the home of the New England Patriots. I am a diehard Boston sports fan, especially the Red Sox 

and Patriots, but military history and global geopolitics have always found a special place in my 

heart. I have only participated in Model United Nations events for one year now but I have loved 

every minute of my time in EagleMUNC. Though I may not be as experienced in Model United 

Nations as even some of you delegates, I am confident that we will have an excellent time 

working together at EagleMUNC VII. 

For us, EagleMUNC VII will cover some of the most complex and tense global conflicts 

going on in the world today. The Security Council at its core serves to both resolve and prevent 

world conflict to its best ability, a lofty and noble goal in a world rife with international tension, 

entangling state partnerships, and interfering non-governmental organizations. While we will not 

have the immense weight of making such monumental international policies and decisions of our 

real world counterpart, we will still have to reach solutions and conclusions to some of the 

world’s most difficult problems. Specifically, we must, as a group of state representatives, find a 

way to resolve such conflicts as: post-Euromaidan Russian military action in Ukraine, the Syrian 

Civil War, and women and children in zones of conflict. 
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I, as well as my EagleMUNC VII colleagues, understand that these topics may be 

divisive and thought-provoking, and many of you may even have preconceived opinions. 

However, we ask that you remain professional, treat others with respect, and conduct yourself as 

would a real world dignitary counterpart in the United Nations. Whether you are a first time or 

long time model United Nations participant, we at EagleMUNC hope that you will take every 

opportunity given to you to contribute and meet your own expectations of the conference. What 

we have planned is sure to entertain, immerse, and educate you throughout the weekend on 

everything Model United Nations and we hope you enjoy the event. I would love to answer any 

and all questions that you have, so please, do not hesitate to ask! 

 I hope that you are prepared and ready to have fun! 

  All the best, 

   Mike A. McLaughlin 
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Historical Background 

 Following the conclusion of the First World War, the United States President Woodrow 

Wilson, in his Fourteen Points speech, expressed his desire to create an international body in 

which all future conflicts could be nipped in the bud before sparking full blown war. Ultimately, 

the League of Nations was formed in 1919 on basis of Wilsonian thinking, peaking with over 

fifty-eight members originating from all six populated continents.1 However, despite his proposal 

and subsequent pleading, Wilson was not able to convince both houses of Congress to approve 

the United States’ membership in the organization, undermining both the power and credibility 

of the League in the eyes of many. 

 Despite the League of Nations’ best efforts, the agreement that inspired the creation of 

the League indirectly led to its downfall. Many historians consider the Treaty of Versailles, 

which formally concluded the First World War, and the stipulations outlined therein, to have 

inspired the rise of Fascist Germany, the nation which arguably initiated the Second World War 

upon its invasion of Poland. As the League of Nations was not able to simmer the flames of war, 

its legacy was tarnished by the bloodiest conflict in human history, a conflict in which up to 

eighty million lives were lost in only six years. Shortly after the guns fell silent, it was decided 

that the League would be dissolved and replaced with a more powerful and a more respectable 

global institution. To fully establish this new body as a reputable lawmaking group, the United 

States, as well as its eastern contemporary the Soviet Union would both have to become 

members. 

 On October 24th, 1945 the United Nations was forged at a conference convened in San 

Francisco, California so that a Charter could be outlined in which the document would become 

                                                
1 “The League of Nations.” PBS, Public Broadcasting Service, 
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/wilson-league-nations/. 
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the de jure constitution of the establishment.2 Roughly four months earlier, on June 26th, 1945 

delegates from fifty nations signed the Charter into law along with their memberships. Poland 

was not present at the conference but was officially considered part of the original fifty-one 

signatories, as its membership was confirmed shortly thereafter.  

Along with the establishment of the United Nations on October 24, 1945, the United 

Nations Security Council (“UNSC”) was formed from parameters outlined in the UN Charter. 

Occupying one of the six main bodies of the United Nations and meeting first on January 17, 

1946 in Westminster, London, the UNSC has taken “... primary responsibility for maintaining 

international peace and security… [and] may meet whenever peace is threatened”.3 Today, the 

Security Council takes up residence at the United Nations Headquarters in the Turtle Bay 

neighborhood, New York City. 

 Membership in the Security Council is split between fifteen total states, five maintaining 

permanent membership status, and ten occupying two-year rotating membership status. Upon 

fulfillment of term requirements, the United Nations General Assembly elects states to fill 

vacated positions left by non-permanent members. Resolution 1991 A (XVIII) enacted in 1963 

stipulated that rotating members must meet four geographic requirements:4 

1. Five states from Africa and Asia 

2. One state from Eastern Europe 

3. Two states from Latin America 

4. Two states from Western Europe 
                                                
2 “History of the United Nations.” United Nations, United Nations, www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-
nations/index.html. 
3 “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/about 
4 “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/members/ 
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At the time of writing, current members are as follows (term expiration as year in parentheses): 

Permanent Members Current Rotating Members Veto Power 

China Bolivia (‘18) China 

France Côte D’Ivoire (‘19) France 

Russia Equatorial Guinea (‘19) Russia 

United Kingdom Ethiopia (‘18) United Kingdom 

United States of America Kazakhstan (‘18) United States of America 

 Kuwait (‘19)  

 Netherlands (‘18)  

 Peru (‘19)  

 Poland (‘19)  

 Sweden (‘18)  

 

The Security Council allows non-member states to sit in on committee discussion if the 

UNSC deems said states’ interests are of merit and may be affected by drafted policy, so long as 

the states agree to forgo voting rights. Similarly, UNSC members and non-members alike may 

potentially be allowed to sit in on discussion so long as they are privy to the dispute at hand and 

agree to forgo voting rights.5  

                                                
5 “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/members/ 
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Though the Security Council describes its role as the international body responsible for 

furthering global peace and dissuasion of hostile conflict, such a description only scratches the 

surface of its true purpose. Pulled directly from the UN Charter, the UNSC sees its four main 

purposes as follows; the maintenance of international peace and security, further development of 

friendly relations between nations among the global community, cooperation in the solution of 

international issues whilst meeting the promotion of human rights, and to provide the nucleus for 

further harmonization of the actions of nations.6 The United Nations has given only the Security 

Council the power to obligate members to enact policies agreed upon in committee sessions 

under the UN Charter. 

To enforce its actions and policy decisions, the Security Council may undertake any 

number of just actions in the hope that its goals are met in a swift and dignified manner. In the 

interest of maintaining international peace and security, the Security Council may:7  

● Set forth principles and parameters for agreement 

● Investigate and or mediate any issue if deemed appropriate 

● Dispatch missions 

● Appoint special envoys 

● Request the intervention of the Secretary General if need be to aid in the meeting 

of settlements 

If the aforementioned measures are neither ineffective nor forceful enough to meet the goals of 

the Security Council in the resolution of an issue, the UNSC may:8 

                                                
6  “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/about 

7  “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/about 
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● Prevent further escalation to armed confrontation by issuing ceasefire directives 

● Deploy military observers or peacekeeping forces (Blue Helmets) 

● Enact economic sanctions, arms embargoes, financial penalties, and travel bans 

● Sever diplomatic relations 

● Enforce a Military blockade 

● Engage in Collective military action 

 

 Ideally, the United Nations and its apparatuses, including the Security Council, would 

like to achieve one-hundred percent effectiveness, in a complicated world of conflict and ethnic 

tension, perfection in the dissuasion of violence is easier desired than achieved. However, 

Security Council intervention has produced results in numerous places in vastly different 

conflicts all across the globe. Peacekeeping operations are specified in the United Nations 

Charter as either Chapter VI or Chapter VII peacekeeping mandates. Chapter VI is known as the 

Pacific Settlement of Disputes and outlines that the United Nations may deploy its peacekeeping 

units without deliberate specification of which Chapter of the Charter is being fulfilled. Chapter 

VII is known as Action with the Respect to the Peace, Breaches of the Peace and Acts of 

Aggression and outlines that the Security Council must decide which Chapter is being acted 

upon, what the legal basis of action is, and how security and public order is lacking in 

maintenance in the deployment region. Peacekeeping operations have been successful in such 

hotbeds of hostility including: Burundi, Cambodia, Haiti, Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Somalia, and 

                                                                                                                                                       
8  “Security Council, SC, UNSC, Security, Peace, Sanctions, Veto, Resolution, President, United Nations, UN, 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding, Conflict Resolution, Prevention.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/en/sc/about 

 



 
 
United Nations Security Council 

 
 

the former eastern European region of Yugoslavia.9 No operation can be considered completely 

perfect among all parties involved, however, success can be met as long as objectives are at least 

completed in a nominal fashion. 

 Specific examples of Security Council success in peacekeeping is entirely evident in the 

East African state of Cote D’Ivoire, where the UN met its mandate and objectives by early June 

2017. Following the initiation of a 2004 civil war, the United Nations deployed over 12,000 

peacekeepers to the struggling nation, and to date, many achievements have been reached. 

Successful free elections have been held, human rights violations decreased by nearly five-

hundred percent over a five-year period, a quarter million refugees have been returned safely, 

and the nation has championed a nearly eight percent GDP growth year over year on average 

since the conclusion of hostilities.10 

Topic 1: Russia-Ukraine Hostilities Subsequent to Euromaidan 

In November of 2013, Viktor Yanukovych’s Ukrainian regime turned away from the 

west in their declination to sign the European Union association agreement, further enraging a 

populous intent on closening ties with western Europe and the United States. His election to 

forge ties with Russia and the Eurasian Economic Union along with his well-known and 

widespread corruption forced the people of Kiev out of their homes and into the streets to voice 

their dissatisfaction with the government's actions. Ukrainian anger was justified as 

Transparency International labelled Viktor Yanukovych the premier example of governmental 

corruption on Earth. 

                                                
9 “Our Successes Peacekeeping.” United Nations, United Nations, peacekeeping.un.org/en/our-successes. 
10 “GDP Growth (Annual %).” GDP Growth (Annual %) Data, World Bank, 
data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG. 
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As late 2013 became early 2014, Ukrainians intensified their protests against the ruling 

regime, stemming from egregious cases of corruption and human rights abuses, combined with 

political back-turning toward the European Union (EU) in favor of closer ties to Moscow by then 

President Viktor Yanukovych. Demonstrations in Maidan Square, Kiev reached a fever pitch as 

relations between riot police and protesters soured, turning toward vicious clashes in the main 

avenues of the Ukrainian capital.11 What started as riot suppression soon turned towards open 

combat as armored vehicles and live ammunition were used in the attempt to disperse crowds 

numbering well over five hundred thousand. 

Over the course of the crackdown of what became known as the Euromaidan Protests, 

Ukrainian police and military units committed inumerable human rights abuses including 

extrajudicial killings, kidnappings, and torture following arrests. Intense backlash from 

Ukrainian citizenry regarding Yanukovych’s blunder of allowing the conflict to persist forced the 

regime’s hand, ultimately culminating in the abdication of top-level government officials and 

their flight to Russia.  

In the wake of such chaos, the Ukrainian people installed a new pro-European Union 

executive and legislature, angering both ethnic Russians living in Ukraine's Donbass region as 

well as the Russian government itself. As early as the 4th of March, 2014, Russian troops were 

spotted moving into Ukraine’s strategically important region of Crimea, containing the port city 

of Sevastopol, of which the Russian military held a long term lease on a naval base. On February 

27th, 2014 Russian Special Forces units wearing masks and civilian clothes seized the Crimean 

parliament building and various other strategic locations across the region. Not long after, a 

referendum was swiftly put into action on March 16th and the region elected to secede from 

                                                
11  Monaghan, Andrew. “The Ukraine Crisis and NATO-Russia Relations.” NATO, NATO Review, 1 Jul. 2014, 
www.nato.int/docu/review/2014/russia-ukraine-nato-crisis/Ukraine-crisis-NATO-Russia-relations/EN/index.htm. 
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Ukraine and become part of Russia, followed shortly thereafter by Putin’s official annexation of 

the landmass. Justifiably outraged, Ukrainians loyal to the new democratic administration across 

the country travelled to the nations east took up arms against both separatist and Russian military 

factions. Open warfare ensued as both uniformed and civilian Ukrainians alike engaged Russian 

military units and their Moscow-supplied rebellious allies. Many in the international community 

believe the referendum was rigged, however the flare up of armed violence in and around Crimea 

has made investigation nigh impossible.12 

Ethnic Russian groups native to the Donbass region followed suit and enacted secession 

and the declaration of a new people’s republic under the protection of Moscow. Russian troops 

seized the opportunity of a weakened Ukraine, flooding the Donbass and its inhabitants with 

state of the art tanks, aircraft, and other modern weapons of war. The Ukrainian military and 

citizenry took up arms and has fought to preserve their nation’s survival. Brutal and archaic 

trench warfare followed as both sides rushed to establish their strategic holdings and solidify the 

front lines. Armored units of both sides clashed in the open grassland that was home to some of 

the largest tank battles of the Second World War three quarters of a century earlier. Ukrainian 

Military units armed with state of the art American made anti-tank weapons and trained by U.S. 

special forces were brutally effective in grinding the Russian advance to a halt. Thousands of 

casualties, both combatant and civilian have been sustained on either side, yet the skirmishing 

has persisted up to autumn 2018. Though the EagleMUNC Security Council committee will 

commence on March 22nd, 2019, it is wise to stay up to date with the conflict, noting any 

developments in progressive or increasingly hostile actions of either side. 

                                                
12 Sherr, James. “Ukraine Three Years on: a Basis for Optimism.” NATO, NATO Review, 10 Mar. 2017, 
www.nato.int/docu/review/2017/Also-in-2017/ukraine-three-years-optimism-russia-military-war-poroshenko-
stoltenberg-nato-secretary-general-crimea-annexation/EN/index.htm. 
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Russia maintains that its actions have been strictly defensive and in the interest of 

protecting its people who have long suffered as second class citizens under the yoke of former 

Ukrainian administrations. The United States as well as numerous other NATO members have 

provided both military supplies as well as combat advisory to level the playing field and make 

Ukrainian forces capable of holding their own against a far more experienced and well equipped 

Russian military under the leadership of Vladimir Putin. 

Topic 2: The Syrian Civil War 

 On December 18th, 2010,  citizens fed up with authoritarian governmental actions turned 

to protest in Tunisia, eventually sparking full armed insurrection and revolution across the North 

African state. This date became synonymous with the onset of the Arab Spring, or democratic 

protests and revolution across Africa and the Middle East by citizens long tormented by 

oppressive regimes, military juntas, and dictatorships. Revolutionary fervor spread far and wide 

as new social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook granted those with an internet 

connection the forum to voice their displeasure for the behavior of their so-called representative 

governments. Inspired by the patriotic and democratic sentiment of like-minded individuals near 

and far, protestors took to the streets in population centers and government metropolitan areas in 

Bahrain, Egypt, Libya, Syria, and Yemen. While the Arab Spring spread across the Arab world 

of the Middle East and North Africa like an uncontrollable wildfire, dreams of democracy, self 

representation, and economic development spurred demonstrators in large cities to take action 

against their local regimes. Citizens of the Arab world had become sick of collectively dealing 

with incompetent dictators, human rights abuses, widespread corruption, and the stalling of 

economic development. Though revolts first sparked up in the Mediterranean city of Tunis, the 



 
 
United Nations Security Council 

 
 

inability and incompetence of local regimes to either meet the demands of or clamp down upon 

demonstrators spread revolution like a pandemic as far as Iraq and Iran.13 

 With a concerted effort to achieve lasting and impactful change, the people rose up and 

began replacing governments and leaders with amazing success in nations such as Egypt, 

Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Tunisia, and Yemen. However, to achieve the desired ends, 

many died, were injured, or went missing all across the Arab world, which began to see tangible 

change. Syrian people agreed with the goals and basic tenets of the revolutions that preceded 

them and came to the conclusion that Dictator Bashar al-Assad could be ousted, or at the very 

least forced to agree to meaningful concessions benefitting the general populace life, rights, and 

standard of living.  

Assad’s long standing iron grip, state embezzlement, corruption, election-rigging, and 

disgusting acts of human rights abuse only aided opposition factions in their quest for change. In 

‘elections’ that were later referred to by his citizens as a sham, Assad took the Presidency with 

near 99.5% voter support, a feat only bested by other totalitarian one-party states such as China, 

North Korea, and the long defunct Soviet Union. While his citizenry fell on economic woes, food 

shortages, and lack of infrastructure, his wife Asma was seen plainly visible living a lavish 

lifestyle on the backbone of taxpayer dollars to an audience of hundreds of thousands of 

Instagram followers. Internet access became restricted and monitored with vocal opposition of 

the state met with jail time, torture by government officials, and execution without trial. 

Additional restrictions on religious custom infuriated the majority Muslim populous, as face 

veils for women were banned and online sect content was blocked by law. Further, open attacks 

before and during the Syrian Civil War on ethnic minorities such as Jews, Christians, and Kurds 
                                                
13 Smith, Ashley. “Explaining the Syrian Civil War.” International Socialist Review, International Socialist Review, 
2015, isreview.org/issue/96/explaining-syrian-civil-war. 
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with both conventional and banned Geneva Accords biological weapons such as sarin gas only 

exacerbated anti-Assad sentiment. 

 Protestors flooded the streets of cities like Aleppo, Damascus, and Raqqa in the hopes 

that their demonstrations would reach the desired end, yet were met with violent opposition and a 

governmental crackdown nearly instantaneously as the demonstrations began. Citizens were 

killed, jailed, and tortured en mass and sought international aid, support, and funding to take 

their government head on. Extremists acting on behalf of those cracked down upon due to 

religious circumstances flooded across the nations already porous borders with weapons and 

fervent fighters. Weapons and funds from international governments on all ends of the political 

spectrum found their way to the anti-Assad groups, ultimately leading to open conflict in both 

cities and the countryside. When these actions were only met by military and secret police 

hostility, it was only a matter of time before open conflict would sweep across the middle eastern 

state. Civil war was also inevitable as citizens were forced to choose sides in the violence, 

leading to attacks from their constituents only because of political leanings and religious views. 

When skirmishes and protests were met with tanks and ground attack aircraft, a point of no 

return had seemingly been reached with the citizenry. March 15th, 2011 became the de facto 

initiation of what would today become known as the Syrian Civil War. Many in the military 

became sympathetic to the rebellious citizens’ cause and either mutinied against their officers or 

defected. 

 Numerous rebel groups formed, each with their own opinions of how to rebuild the ideal 

citizen state, however, the mixing of religious and political motivations estranged some of the 

fighters who formed splinter groups. Disagreements on the basis of governmental, economic, and 

religious ideals only served to increase sect violence between rebels under different banners, 
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undermining their ability to fight a coordinated and organized insurrection. Such fundamental 

differences fractured rebellion allegiances and spawned a confusing interconnected web of 

alliances between international states and opposition forces. With Russia supporting the Syrian 

state, the United States and Western Europe supporting democratic rebels, Iran supporting Non-

governmental organizations such as Hamas, and Saudi Arabia supporting religious sects, the 

question of who was fighting who became obscured. A nationwide practice of ‘the enemy of my 

enemy is my friend’ only served to blur the lines between the righteous, reformist, religious, 

loyalist.  

 Atrocities have been committed on both sides against both civilians and armed 

combatants. The Syrian military has starved their own civilians and allegedly dropped chemical 

weapons including sarin and chlorine in places like Douma and Damascus in an effort to break 

the spirit of the armed rebel groups. Various cases of ethnic violence as well as unlawful killings 

have taken place on behalf of the various rebel groups including the Free Syrian Army and the 

Kurdish Defense Force. Religious minorities and independent journalists alike have drawn the 

ire of extremists and have been depicted graphically on the news for millions to see in vicious 

beheadings. The rise of ISIS in 2013 leading into 2014 only complicated the war further. 

Fighters supporting religious majorities and intent on forming a cross border Islamic State 

flooded in from Iraq, Jordan, and Afghanistan and began attacking insurrectionist groups, the 

Syrian state, and Kurdish separatist groups alike. In the continuing War on Terror, United States 

and Western nations sought the destruction of ISIS through military and economic pressure. 

However, the blending of revolutionary forces and ISIS extremists made differentiation of friend 

and foe nearly impossible for the pilots conducting airstrikes on behalf of Operation Inherent 

Resolve and its goals of annihilating ISIS.Thus, transnational actions into Syria by extremist 
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groups has complicated the civil war further. Some groups have sided with the terrorist 

organization, land has been conquered under the flag of ISIS rather than that of government or 

rebel forces, and foreign military backers have had to reevaluate their allegiances. 

 Today, hundreds of thousands have died, cities have been reduced to rubble, and there is 

a humanitarian crisis the likes of which hasn’t been seen in the twenty-first century, further 

pushing the original Arab Spring goals toward the horizon.14 Solutions to the conflict seem far 

more complicated than previously imagined, as even the foreign backers have failed to agree on 

which party is the rightful presider of the country. Over five fragile ceasefires mediated by local 

and international states came and went, only to be broken by factional fighting across the 

country. The inability of the United Nations to mediate and get all sides to engage in meaningful 

peace talks can be attributed to both the blurred factional lines and intervention by powerful 

military backers sitting on the Security Council. If a ceasefire could be agreed upon, constructive 

attempts to settle the disputing sides by the United Nations could be made possible. However, a 

secure location where all sides could lay down their arms and sit across from each other at  a 

table would need to become more fact than just a dream. Additionally, the amount of 

peacekeepers and the resources needed to sustain their nationwide operations would have to be 

significant. As of late August 2018, Assad is still in power, ISIS has severely diminished in 

credibility as a threat, and the foreign backers are still sending funding and weapons to Syrian 

fighters. Currently, fighting has slowed, yet the war still rages, and the horrific disaster that has 

been this conflict is no closer to resolution.15 

 

                                                
14  Jenkins, Brian Michael. “The Dynamics of Syria's Civil War.” RAND Corporation, RAND Corporation, 17 Jan. 
2014, www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PE115.html. 
15  Heller, Sam, and Eric Schmitt. “Global Conflict Tracker.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign 
Relations, 2018, www.cfr.org/interactives/global-conflict-tracker. 
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Topic 3: Nicaraguan Civil Unrest 

 In 1821, Nicaragua became an autonomous region, yet full independence wasn’t achieved 

until 1838 upon the construction of a constitutional republic.16 When elements of the citizenry 

became disillusioned with the social climate of the Nicaraguan state in the early twentieth 

century, the United States began funding and supplying insurrectionists. As the rebellious groups 

gained more support, then President Zelaya 

was ousted by the citizenry and the United 

States Marine Corps occupied the country 

with governing authority for the next quarter 

century. In 1927, the Somoza dynasty began 

its rule as an authoritarian military 

dictatorship which aggressively targeted and 

put down any opposition groups. 

Unsurprisingly, various anti-government  Nicaraguan citizens rally during 1979 Revolution.17 

groups with differing political philosophies grew in strength (only unified in the common goal of 

ousting the oppressive regime), especially the Sandinista National Liberation Front (SNLF), 

which rose to power following its deposition of the Somoza regime in 1979. Soon after the 

Sandinista ascension to power, many again became dissatisfied with SNLF governance, 

seemingly no better than the prior Somoza dynasty, and decided to formally oppose the 

government. Numerous small groups formed, all coming under the common moniker “Contras”, 

meaning ‘against’ in Spanish, and found military backing from then U.S. President Ronald 

                                                
16 Lambert, Tim. “A Brief History of Nicaragua.” Local Histories, www.localhistories.org/nicaragua.html. 
17 Unknown author, Civil War in Nicaragua, unknown publishment date, 
https://thecoldwarexperience.weebly.com/civil-war-in-nicaragua.html 
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Reagan, the ardent opponent to both authoritarian and communist regimes.18 However, disunity 

and congressional pressure against President Reagan’s funding of insurrectionist saw campaigns 

fail in their efforts to topple the ruling SNLF government. 

Only a decade following the conclusion of the insurrectionist campaigns known as the 

Nicaraguan Civil War, the early 1990’s saw numerous candidates vying for the Nicaraguan 

presidency, a push to politically, rather than militarily change the Nicaraguan nation. In 1990, 

Violeta Chamorro, leader of a strong anti-Sandinista political party became the first female 

President of both Nicaragua and the rest of the Americas. However, the anti-Sandinistas sect 

would not retain power, as Daniel Ortega, a popular Sandinista leader of the 1980’s ascended to 

the presidency no more than fifteen years later. Despite the extensive power struggles, political 

reorganizations, and violent infighting, the Nicaraguan population has yet to achieve true 

political satisfaction and consistency. Thus, as was the case upon the original gaining of 

independence almost 180 years prior, political, economic, and social conditions have been all but 

stable and left more to be desired to the current day. 

Fast forward to 2013-2018, Ortega continued his 

grip on power by staying in office, winning second and 

third terms to the presidency. Nicaraguans, though from 

the outside seem to support their President, ‘voting’ to 

keep him in office to the current day, are not universally 

in favor of the regime however.       

                   Civil Unrest Map 5/6/201819 

                                                
18 Orozco, Manuel S., et al. “Nicaragua.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 18 July 2018, 
www.britannica.com/place/Nicaragua. 
19 Thomas van Linge, The situation in Nicaragua, 5/6/18, 
https://www.scoopnest.com/user/arabthomness/1004094032094654464--map-the-situation-in-nicaragua-after-
almost-7-weeks-of-protests-and-more-than-100-deaths-bigger-file-  
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Protests sparked up in 2013 to demand the resignation of Ortega due to his oppressive ruling and 

ineffective reforms. In 2018, the Nicaraguan protests reached their fever pitch as citizens massed 

to combat the Ortega social security reforms, which widely cut societal benefits, yet raised taxes. 

In the original struggle, around thirty civilians died in the government’s harsh response, after 

which Ortega saw political expediency in cancelling the reforms.20 

To combat the open protests, the Ortega government deployed paramilitary organizations, 

armed gangs, and riot control police who were given discretion to quell future uprisings in any 

method deemed most efficient, whether deadly, violent, or non-violent. Further, civilians decided 

to protest a government policy to allow foreign powers to build infrastructure such as canals, 

bridges, and locks without the consent and compensation of citizens on the grounds of lack of 

government transparency, violation of citizen rights, and 

lack of concern regarding environmental impact. 

In an attempt to dampen the violence and 

protesting, Ortega began a campaign of “National 

Dialogue”, yet dissolution of the effort followed soon 

after as a result of disagreements between protestors and 

governmental agencies. Crackdowns on transparency 

and freedom of speech pushed contrarian dialogue out of  

         Nicaraguan Civil Unrest Map 4/22/201821 

                                                
20 Lopez, Wilmer. “Nicaragua: Authorities Unleashed a Lethal Strategy of Repression against Protesters.” Amnesty 
International, Amnesty International, 29 May 2018, www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/nicaragua-authorities-
unleashed-a-lethal-strategy-of-repression-against-protesters/. 
21 Jean Michel, Protests flare in Nicaragua, 4/22/18, http://www.digitaljournal.com/news/world/more-than-20-dead-
in-nicaragua-protests/article/520451  
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the public light, forcing those seeking to speak out against the regime to look for safe spaces of 

open discourse. Places of worship soon became hives of anti-Ortega regime sentiment, as such 

locations were the few left allowing open discord. A Nicaraguan Cardinal heading the Catholic 

Church (the dominant religion in Nicaragua, as practiced by nearly 60% of the citizenry) by the 

name of Leopoldo Brenes wasn’t even safe from the hostility as he, and many of his constituents 

were threatened and attacked by armed masked individuals.22 Soon after, vocal public support of 

these attacks by Vice President and First Lady Rosario Murillo served only to increase distrust as 

well as suspicions of connections to the Ortega government as the sponsor.23  

Only days later, the Church of Divine Mercy, a seemingly sacred escape from the 

violence to hundreds of protestors and religious practitioners came under attack from elements of 

the Ortega regime. In what can only be described as siege tactics, common in prolonged military 

engagements upon defended cities, the church was subsequently surrounded, shot at, and set 

ablaze by government agents, leaving two protestors dead and many more injured.24 

The actions sponsored and undertaken by the Ortega government have no moral or 

internationally legal defense, as unjust violations of basic human rights including religious 

tolerance, freedom of expression, and the right to the trial by jury of one’s peers have been all 

but dissolved. As of the composition of this document, the civil unrest still rages across the 

Nicaraguan nation; nearly five hundred citizens have died; thousands on both sides of the dispute 

have been injured, with varying degrees of severity and permanence; hundreds have been 

arrested, whether on shaky or firm grounds; and untold numbers of citizens have been displaced, 
                                                
22 “Nicaragua.” U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 17 Nov. 2010, 
www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2010/148768.htm. 
23 Lopez, Wilmer. “Nicaragua: Authorities Unleashed a Lethal Strategy of Repression against Protesters.” Amnesty 
International, Amnesty International, 29 May 2018, www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/nicaragua-
authorities-unleashed-a-lethal-strategy-of-repression-against-protesters/. 
24 Lopez, Wilmer. “Nicaragua: Authorities Unleashed a Lethal Strategy of Repression against Protesters.” Amnesty 
International, Amnesty International, 29 May 2018, www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/nicaragua-
authorities-unleashed-a-lethal-strategy-of-repression-against-protesters/. 
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disappeared, and tortured. Whether the search for a national political identity stems from the 

Sandinista - anti-Sandinista divide or from ideologies and philosophies far less apparent, it is up 

to the people of Nicaragua to find a solution to their long and inseparably bloody governmental 

history. 

Topic 4: Women and Children in Conflict Zones 

Wars and armed conflicts undoubtedly cause physical and psychological crises in all 

sectors of society. However, women and children tend to be the most vulnerable to abuse of all 

types and are left being the most affected by the traumatic nature of war. In 1975, the United 

Nations organized the first world conference on women in Mexico City. Since then, the United 

Nations has held three other world conferences on women; the World Conference of the United 

Nations Decade for Women took place in Copenhagen, Denmark in 1980; the World Conference 

to Review and Appraise the Achievement of the UN Decade for Women was held in Nairobi, 

Kenya in 1985; and the Fourth World Conference on Women was held in Beijing, China in  

1995.25 The fourth conference has been the most successful out of all four due the strategies it 

produced in an attempt to achieve gender equality, protection for women, and peacemaking on 

twelve specific areas of concern: poverty, education, health, violence, armed conflict, the 

economy, power and decision-making, institutional mechanism, human rights, the media, the 

environment, and young women and girls.26 

Despite the progress made by those conferences, there remains a shortcoming in the 

fulfillment of peacekeeping. Thus, the United Nations Security Council created UNSCR 1325, 

                                                
25 "World Conferences on Women," UN Women, , accessed October 05, 2018, http://www.unwomen.org/en/how-
we-work/intergovernmental-support/world-conferences-on-women. 
26 "World Conferences on Women," UN Women, , accessed October 05, 2018, http://www.unwomen.org/en/how-
we-work/intergovernmental-support/world-conferences-on-women. 
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The Resolution on Women, Peace, and Security. In response to its proposal, the Coalition on 

Women and International Peace and Security was organized, and became the resolution’s main 

lobbying force.27 In October of 2000, when Namibia  held the Security Council Presidency, the 

UN Security Council “acknowledged the changing nature of warfare, in which civilians are 

increasingly targeted, and women continue to be excluded from participation in peace 

processes,” leading to the implementation of UNSCR 1325”28. The present resolution undertakes 

two significant issues: the excessive impact that war has on women, and the participation and 

crucial role of women in the prevention of war, conflict settlement, peacemaking, and 

peacebuilding.29 Additionally, it urges all parties engaged in conflict to become involved in the 

protection of women and girls’ rights from all forms of abuse including gender-based violence 

and sexual exploitation.30  

UNSCR 1325 divides its responsibilities into four pillars: participation, protection, 

prevention, and relief and recovery.31 The resolution calls for participation of women “at all 

levels of decisions-making including national, regional, and institutions; in mechanisms for the 

prevention, management and resolution of conflict; in peace negotiations; in peace operations, as 

soldiers, police, and civilians; and as Special Representatives of the U.N. Secretary-General.” 

“Evidence indicates that women participants in peace processes are usually focused less on the 

                                                
27    "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
28   "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
29  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
30   "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
31   "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
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spoils of the war and more on reconciliation, economic development, education and transitional 

justice – all critical elements of a sustained peace.”32 It calls “specifically for the protection of  

 

 

 

About 7,000 
Ukrainian women have 
status of participants in 

hostilities.33 
 

 

 

women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence, including in emergency and 

humanitarian situations, such as in refugee camps.”34 Under the prevention aspect of the 

resolution, it aims “to [improve] intervention strategies in the prevention of violence against 

women, including by prosecuting those responsible for violations of international law; 

[strengthen] women’s rights under national law; and [support] local women’s peace initiatives 

and conflict resolution processes.”35 Through relief and recovery, international crises can be 

addressed by, for example, “respecting the civilian and humanitarian nature of refugee camps, 

and considering the needs of women and girls in the design of refugee camps and settlements.”36 

                                                
32 "The Essential Role of Women in Peacebuilding," United States Institute of Peace, March 12, 2018, , accessed 
October 05, 2018, https://www.usip.org/publications/2017/11/essential-role-women-peacebuilding. 
33  "About 7,000 Ukrainian Women Have Status of Participants in Hostilities," KyivPost, March 07, 2018, , 
accessed October 06, 2018, https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/7000-ukrainian-women-status-participants-
hostilities.html. 
34  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
35   "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
36   "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
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In February of 2001, the Inter-agency Network on Women and Gender Equality 

(IANWGE) called for the establishment of the Inter-agency Taskforce on Women, Peace and 

Security oversee the implementation of UNSCR 1325.37 The Taskforce has three strategic 

objectives: advocacy, partnership, and monitoring. Advocacy allows for “[the strengthening and 

the exploration of innovative approaches] to ensure that issues regarding women, peace and 

security, and that the full implementation of UNSCR 1325 are fully incorporated into the policy 

and operational working agenda of headquarters and field-based actors.”38 Partnership is 

imperative to seek new partners and to build alliances that will encourage coordination and 

collaboration on women, peace and security.39 Lastly, by monitoring and reporting on the 

implementation of the resolution, information on women, peace, and security issues will become 

easily accessible to all actors.40 

Evidence indicates that when women participate in peace processes, they are usually 

focused “less on the spoils of the war and more on reconciliation, economic development, 

education and transitional justice – all critical elements of a sustained peace.”41  UNSCR 1325 

was a critical point for the advancement of women’s empowerment and security in conflict 

zones. It was also the first of many resolutions to come on the issue of women’s inclusion in 

matters of peace and security. Passed in 2008, UNSCR 1820 “recognizes that conflict-related 

sexual violence is a tactic of warfare, and calls for the training of troops on preventing and 

responding to sexual violence, deployment of more women to peace operations, and enforcement 
                                                
37  "Task Force on Women, Peace and Security," Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality, , accessed 
October 05, 2018, http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ianwge/activities/tfwpsecurity.htm. 
38  "Task Force on Women, Peace and Security," Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality, , accessed 
October 05, 2018, http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ianwge/activities/tfwpsecurity.htm. 
39  "Task Force on Women, Peace and Security," Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality, , accessed 
October 05, 2018, http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ianwge/activities/tfwpsecurity.htm. 
40   "Task Force on Women, Peace and Security," Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality, , 
accessed October 05, 2018, http://www.un.org/womenwatch/ianwge/activities/tfwpsecurity.htm. 
41 "The Essential Role of Women in Peacebuilding," United States Institute of Peace, March 12, 2018, , accessed 
October 05, 2018, https://www.usip.org/publications/2017/11/essential-role-women-peacebuilding. 
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of zero-tolerance policies for peacekeepers with regards to acts of sexual exploitation or 

abuse.”42 Passed in 2009, UNSCR 1888 reinforces “the implementation of [UNSCR] 1820 by 

calling for leadership to address conflict-related sexual violence, deployment of teams (military 

and gender experts) to critical conflict areas, and improved monitoring and reporting on conflict 

trends and perpetrators.”43 Passed in 2013, UNSCR 2122 “calls on all parties to peace talks to 

facilitate equal and full participation of women in decision-making; aims to increase women’s 

participation in peacemaking by increasing resources for women in conflict zones; acknowledges 

the critical contributions of women’s civil society organizations.”44 Passed in 2015, UNSCR 

2242 “marks the 15th anniversary [of] and reaffirms commitment to [UNSCR] 1325; highlights 

the role of women in countering violent extremism, and addresses the differential impact of 

terrorism on the human rights of women and girls.”45 

 

 

 

Women’s inclusion increases the 
chances of peace lasting.46 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                
42  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
43  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
44  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
45  "What Is UNSCR 1325?" United States Institute of Peace, February 23, 2018, , accessed October 05, 2018, 
https://www.usip.org/gender_peacebuilding/about_UNSCR_1325.  
46  "Facts and Figures: Peace and Security," UN Women, , accessed October 08, 2018, 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures. 
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“When women are included in peace processes there is a 20 per cent increase in the probability of an 
agreement lasting at least 2 years, and a 35 per cent increase in the probability of an agreement lasting at 

least 15 years.”47 
 
 
 
 

 In 2005, the UNSC unanimously established UNSCR 1612 on the protection of children 

affected by armed conflict. This groundbreaking resolution implemented necessary 

advancements at the ground level for the protection of children and for holding perpetrators of 

violations accountable.48 UNSCR 1612 established the 

“UN-led Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism 

(MRM) on Children and Armed Conflict (CAC) and 

its operational country-level Task Forces.”49 The 

MRM and its Task Forces oversee and report on “six 

grave violations: killing and maiming of children, 

recruiting and using child soldiers, attacks against 

schools or hospitals, rape or other grave sexual 

violence against children, abduction of children, and 

denial of humanitarian access for children.”50 

 
                                                
47  "Facts and Figures: Peace and Security," UN Women, accessed October 08, 2018, 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures. 
48  Bonnie Berry, "UN Security Council Resolution 1612 and Beyond: Strengthening Protection for Children in 
Armed Conflict–Watchlist," Watchlist ON CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT, April 25, 2011, accessed 
October 08, 2018,https://watchlist.org/publications/un-security-council-resolution-1612-and-beyond-strengthening-
protection-for-children-in-armed-conflict/. 
49 Bonnie Berry, "UN Security Council Resolution 1612 and Beyond: Strengthening Protection for Children in 
Armed Conflict–Watchlist," Watchlist ON CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT, April 25, 2011, accessed 
October 08, 2018,https://watchlist.org/publications/un-security-council-resolution-1612-and-beyond-strengthening-
protection-for-children-in-armed-conflict/. 
50  Bonnie Berry, "UN Security Council Resolution 1612 and Beyond: Strengthening Protection for Children in 
Armed Conflict–Watchlist," Watchlist ON CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT, April 25, 2011, accessed 
October 08, 2018,https://watchlist.org/publications/un-security-council-resolution-1612-and-beyond-strengthening-
protection-for-children-in-armed-conflict/. 



 
 
United Nations Security Council 

 
 

Questions to Consider: 

Topic 1: Russia-Ukraine Hostilities Subsequent to Euromaidan 

● Can the UNSC prevent sect violence, while bringing peace between Ukraine and Russia? 

● How can the UNSC implement and enforce further rules against the annexation of 

territory in a country by a more powerful hostile state? 

● Broadly, can the UNSC act in the best interest of all involved parties, nations, and states? 

● Broadly, how can the UNSC see to it that its policies, directives, and actions are adhered 

to by all? 

Topic 2: The Syrian Civil War 

● Without continued bloodshed, what is the possibility bringing together warring factions 

in Syria to discuss constitutional and governmental revisions? 

● How can the UNSC conduct itself and deploy its assets in Syria so that no major war 

backers are provoked locally and abroad? 

● Broadly, can the UNSC act in the best interest of all involved parties, nations, and states? 

● Broadly, how can the UNSC see to it that its policies, directives, and actions are adhered 

to by all? 

Topic 3: Nicaraguan Civil Unrest 

● Is it possible for the UNSC to enforce the  rights of humanity and end hostilities in such a 

complex political and social climate as Nicaragua? 

● How can the UNSC reach a peaceful resolution between the Ortega regime and protestors 

without deploying its forces in the region? If not, how can the UNSC act in the best 
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interest of the Nicaraguan nation without disrupting the balance of power in Central 

America?  

● Broadly, can the UNSC act in the best interest of all involved parties, nations, and states? 

● Broadly, how can the UNSC see to it that its policies, directives, and actions are adhered 

to by all? 

Topic 4: Women and Children in Conflict Zones 

  
● Have the resolutions made by UNSC impacted Russia, Ukraine, Syria, and Nicaragua in 

the past? If yes, in what ways? 

● How can the resolutions made by UNSC influence Russia-Ukraine hostilities, the conflict 

in Syria, and the protests in Nicaragua to engage women in their pursuit of peace? 

● What more can be done to further empower women as well as protect them during times 

of war? 

● What should be done with children during times of war? Should they be trained as 

soldiers, or be kept as away as possible from the reality of their lives? 
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