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Secretariat of the Human Rights Campaign

Introduction:
Letter from the Chair:

Hello, delegates, and welcome to EagleMUNC VII! My name is Becca Horton and 1 will

your Chair this coming year for the Secretariat of the Human Rig

m N3

Kk, M@ssachusetts, and have lived in the Boston area my who

suing a major in International Studies, as well as

w s@hool after graduation to focus on civil law an

ations my sopAen Boston College, whe

ved as amitteg (ICRC). Although I was

I, I had the opportuni
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intern with a non-Qt

nonths while studying in Gene

for those i

2.Dassions and

\w 2 Mod

ited to prepare uccessfulk d'this

depth glance at

y ce of ensl i rough lobbying,
ther means of sprea awareness. We will be tackling

difficult, and at times, controversial, issues of how to protect and stand up for rights that, in some

the advocacy

public education, legislation, a

cases, many individuals take for granted. It can be disheartening to witness instances of
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homophobia and transphobia that are still very much present in American society today, let alone
in our country’s own legislation and governmental bodies. While there is a wide variety of issues

and challenges that the Human Rights Campaign has faced in recent times, in the coming years it

ansion of

must w address the portrayal of the LGBTQ+ community in the media, t

ght§yin stat@politi€s, and endorsements in the upcoming 2020 elections.

EagleMUNC staff, 1 welcome you to this year’s conf ea

OnBeRs t :
gok | of geu in just a few short months. Over the course
: ! enlightened, and focuSed @n having both fulfill
n ex understand alifig he he work, dedication,
responsib confe late your commitm
c .

oming both itizen of your country

ail if you have any questions

c
our world. Please™

erns in the coming ee you all in March

rmly,
Becca Horton
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Historical Background
The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) was founded in the United States in 1980, and has

been operating as an influential civil rights advocacy group and political lobbying organization

ial political lobbying scope, and thus shifted from the

under new leadershi T

on of far greater rea

elped to lead f successful advocac

rk of ay.

The 50 devoted and passi

ndividuals across t 0 bring equality to the LGBT

munity and furthe

tives and day-to-day p

03, the HR ccessfull

ands as both a centr

"

able to con ogra s on LGBTQ+

politica

issues. In recen ha usec lobbyi nger legislation in

support of LGBTQ+ rights, and also mobilizing grassroots action on the wider public level.

! Human Rights Campaign. "About Us: Our History." Human Rights Campaign. 2018. https://www.hrc.org/hrc-
story/about-us.

2 Human Rights Campaign. "HRC Story: Our Building.” Human Rights Campaign. 2018. http://www.hrc.org/hrc-
story/our-building.
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Today, the Human Rights Campaign logo has become one of the most widely recognized
symbols, and encompasses the courageous fight

for equal rights for all individuals belonging to

the LG community. The introduction of
inent®yellowsequalgsign in front of a

a new era of

ampaign, as

HUMAN
larger, RIGHTS
ge late CAMPAIGN,

arity
s drawn pos ognized across most o
rid.
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issues, and works to

0 end

oc TR
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ality for all.The Hu ights Campaign envisions

a world where lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people are ensured

.
0

fundamental fairness and
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equality and embraced as full members of society at home, at work and in every
community. *

Today, the Campaign works to combat inequality within the LGBTQ+ community to ensure the

ntation of persons of color who identify within the community its here is no
importanc@iof this organization, and the great strides it has taken, andQe

S evan equahaneim olerant world.
-.
[opic ONg

Many o itably intertwined with

equal r

circumstances and (€ epend significantly upon the w

overnment represen Therefore, the election of officials th

ort HRC initiati isWital ] fi in

wth in legislati ral and state

Followi n cycle, se itiatives Q+ community
were disrupted. For example, the Obama administration’s to protect transgender children in

upporting

¥ Human Rights Campaign. "About Us: Our History." Human Rights Campaign. 2018. https://www.hrc.org/hrc-
story/about-us.
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schools were rescinded. In response, the HRC launched HRC Rising in 2017. HRC Rising is
described as:

“a bold, proactive grassroots campaign to accelerate progress in states from coast-to-

, resist the politics of hate, fight anti-LGBTQ legislation, and f 0-equality

idates andWinitigives _in 2018, 2020, and beyond. As the largest

0 organization’s 38-year history, HRC has made a

i\ ze against the Trump-Pence agenda and turn out the

”4

higan, Nevada, OhiogRennsylvania, and Wiscon

/

lunteer signifig ( hat election, as the

e ele Senator this ed and assisted by

S been worki er Senator Roy Moore

lect Jones, the Ca uding the 60,000 LGBTQ+ vot

labama, explaining policies. With that being said, the HR

the entirety of theskGBIRQ+

rting each of‘these fight:

aplement ne

>

Voters, allies of its

he Equality

members, and ays.” Though the

strategy was successful in the ion of Doug Jones, id not secure victories across the

* Human Rights Campaign. "Path to Victory in 2018: HRC and the Power of the Equality Voter.” Human Rights
Campaign. 2018. https://www.hrc.org/blog/new-report-a-path-to-
victory-in-2018-hrc-and-the-power-of-the-equality-vote.
5 .

Ibid.
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country. Through data collection, the HRC has pinpointed millions of key Equality Voters to
reach out to in a newly-invigorated grassroots effort prior to the upcoming election of 2020. The

Campaign must determine a means to make this data more fruitful in developing strategies to

with these voters.

dé o\ LGB @80 nity against attacks, deliver wins for pro-equalit

0 for dmture legislative victories.” The HRC must cont

ding methods to con their main voter b

sues that will 3 ing 2020 election.

ic Two: Discri

Discrimination a in American“schools, both public an

private, is still a pressi . foremost, there is a lac

that seek to suf ts, as well as*a school-si

ad 8, been noted

Vi

policies that are 3

ny American students who

lack of policiegg@liogether cal divi

A rep ye ’ d bullying and
discrimination against LGBTQ+ ents in school syste roughout the United States.® Since

such blatant mistreatment and discrimination constitute a violation of the fundamental human

& «|_ike Walking Through a Hailstorm" | Discrimination Against LGBT Youth in US Schools.” Human Rights
Watch. 6 June 2017. https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/12/07
/walking-through-hailstorm/discrimination-against-lgbt-youth-us-schools.
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right of education, the HRC has labored tirelessly to assist the LGBTQ+ community in creating
safer and more tolerant school environments across the nation.

The HRC has historically sought to address this critical issue through policy lobbying and

ally ed n for educators and students. In the past decade alone, US lawma nd school
rsfave begun talidesign and implement policies that help students, espe
on in the LGBTQ+ community, feel welcome in
atigm that they deserve. Nevertheless, there are sti

ress across all states.
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ainst LGBTQ a significant problem in
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ess this p a at been

hould seek to

academic

or ols D L ities, bullying and
laced on LGBTQ+ s ts.

" "Path to Victory in 2018: HRC and the Power of the Equality Voter."
8 “Like Walking Through a Hailstorm" | Discrimination Against LGBT Youth in US Schools." Human Rights
Watch. 6 June 2017. https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/12/07
éwalking-through-haiIstorm/discrimination-against-Igbt-youth-us-schools.

Ibid.
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Topic Three: Transphobic Violence

the years, negative stigmas toward the LGBTQ+ community

ha times put
Isfat Gkeater MSK anghexposure to violence. In some cases, those who misunderstand or
) BTQH G ave specifically targeted members of this com ity,

Iy injuse others.

a community that been specifically affe by
0

oleng e HRC, done / ed that in 2017, at
transgel es 20 in at least a decade” f
19 Even further, most
against trans people in the Uni
KNOWN CASES OF FATAL VIOLENCE AGAINST
TRANSGENDER PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES 2 itted against people of col
BY GENDER IDENTITY, 2013 - 2017 .

fatistics make it en
%
n
19
13

23
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

RC must take" consider

ances of transpheb

D NON-BINARY/OTHER/IDENTITY UNCLEAR
. TRANS MEN
. TRANS WOMEN

DATA AS OF NOVEVMBER 6, 2017. COMPILED BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED BY POLICE AND NEWS Th e 20
REPORTS, WHICH MAY NOT ALWAYS BE COMPLETE OR FULLY ACCURATE.

report contains the following

statement by the HRC:

191 ee, Mark. A Time to Act: Fatal Violence Against Transgender People in America R@p@rt. Human Rights
Campaign & Trans People of Color Coalition, 2017. 33.
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“Accurate data and information can be a critical tool used to combat anti- transgender
violence and its pernicious role in threatening transgender lives. However, as was the

case in many of the stories presented here, tracking the violence is often impeded by anti-

ender bias itself. Law enforcement, journalists and sometime
efbers oftentfefusegto accept and acknowledge victims’ gender identities.

off¢ 'ry ICENFePOIES or news articles that misgender victims, makin

tC $ !\

or the HRC to take acti@n omthis issue within the
Id weigh the efficac

enforcement. ACEO N
se optiq gent p / GBTQ+ communit
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Id be a's m ' ts to arrive each
the case for youth w entify as LGBTQ+. Not only does

an increased risk of violence present a grave safety problem for those in the LGBTQ+

day to learn, sadly this is not al

11| eshian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Health." Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 21 June 2017.
https://www.cdc.gov/Igbthealth/youth.htm.
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community, but it can also
impact the mental and

emotional health of young

people take away from

qtigkal eXperienge ‘ www.hrc.org/youth

#LGBTYOUTH

v
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laws and policies both in school and everyday society.

administrators continue to prote olescents through more effective

12 1hid.
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Questions to Consider

1. As the American political landscape continues to be populated by organizations like the

HRC, what actions taken by the HRC are most effective in securing the interests of the

Q+ community? What political actions, specifically in regards to ing, does
iglorganizatigfl havelito take to achieve these initiatives?

smaller communities within itself, including L
3. The HR
best practice
maintain ethical S

) e HRC has rece

septation of all peoples in the

RC ensure equal rej

orementioned

nited States. What ar

e
or, and how can the organizati

itical sectors?

5 and initiatives on politi

notably in preparatio

its outreach to the public, \”

5. How .. jon f the LGBTQ+

community in school sys , and ensure that all students receive an equal education in a

safe and welcoming environment?
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6. LGBTQ+ youth have been found to be especially vulnerable to discrimination, violence,
and mental health issues in many cases, and it is vital that the HRC work to provide

support and education for this community. What challenges does the HRC face in these

ives, and in what ways can they work with legislators to better p LGBTQ+

\
)
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