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Roman Senate

Letter from the Chair:

Salvete delegates!

My name is Kate Canavan, and I am so excited to be your Presiding Magistrate (chair) of

Romanus (Roman Senate) committee at EagleMUNC VIIL. I a ophomore

E@dnomicé8iand Rolitical Science. I originally hail from Connecticut— e

dfafd where you can find the most delicious pizza in t un

ment and politics—I spent all of high school partic

enator at BC, and I sp

1 a student governme

st ington, D.C.. ddle school was to b

haeolog ed to b erests in government an

ee. [ also took Latin for

cient history

d not become involved with Mo

ears, so hopefully

until college, but € and traveling to

rences has sho p.be. By attending thes

as given to

we wan ‘ ev s speaking time.
re aligns well with ical procedure for MUN general

assemblies, so if you read this background guide carefully you should have no trouble following

positive

senators with

Much of Roman rules of pro

the flow of this committee.
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Roman Senate

The deliberative nature of the Senatus Romanus gives you the opportunity to work
together and solve problems facing the Roman Republic in the first century BCE—shortly before

the fall of the Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire. However, this also means there is the

internal squabbling and politics hindering your ability to act e ely. Work

inst é@eh other, to accomplish your goals. You will not only have to deal with

onflict a D irselies, ict between Roman social classes, and conflict out
S. : a nofginique to the Republic. You may notice that our
t :
this commiti€e staff has had creating
erience to try ard, you learn the mv

UN from the perience, not from the aw

s at all, or just want to introd
o you all at Eagle

win. Remembe

0
yourself, feel free to emé

Bo ortuna (Good Luck!)
¢

~%
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Roman Senate

Historical Background:

The Roman Republic

’s existence before the founding of the Republic is largely mytholo ccording

e Aeneid, bylVirgil, Rome began with Aeneas and some fellow Tro
eat from the Greeks. According to fate, and the

[ atimem, which would become Rome. Romulus and

eas’ line. When Rag

lugg killed Remus, he

monarchy su

until the corrupt

rquinius nephey tus, and Romans

ecting consul BCE. Rome would grow

all city-state to™

olling much of the Mediterrane

n for centuries to co

From the beginming patricians and pl

all political and spiritual insti

on’s role 1
e

who were

actually risking. their li ohti S i ians occurred in 494

BCE, where plebeians who want: voice in their society vernment went on strike. This led

to the creation of the Council of the Plebeians, or the Concilium Plebis. The Roman government

! Gill, N.S. "Tarquin the Proud: Last King of Rome." ThoughtCo. October 4, 2017.
https://www.thoughtco.com/tarquin-the-proud-119623.
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was comprised of various councils, including the Roman Senate, and the Concilium Plebis
gained more power as the years went on. For example, the “Twelve Tables” gave plebeians more

rights in Rome in 450 BCE. By 287 BCE, the Concilium Plebis was given ultimate legislative

rding to the Lex Hortensia, this council could pass final laws tha lied to all
Socigty.

blebeians in Rome continued to suffer. Poor citiz

Thegareas of the city where they lived were dark, unsa

g conditions among th@wealthy and the poor, al

e radical refo government who trie

ius Grg ibution proposal wa

this sitt

d in the violent protests

ith significan

ollowed. His broth€

aking all allies of Rome, n

ans themselves, citiZ

backlash that followedsled

he Roman Senate.
epu ate downfall, P

S

onflict wi

e, exemplify

e 1 de patricians and
ers of the governmen I1f. When Julius Caesar was given

the role of dictator for life, his enemies and friends assassinated him in 44 BCE. The Roman

stability

unsustainable i

plebeians, as well as between m
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Republic died along with Julius Caesar. His step-son ultimately ruled Rome as emperor under
the name Augustus.2

The Roman Government

of what historians know about the origin of the Senatus Romanus cording to

posedly, uly§ created the Senate when he founded Rome and int

the 100th century BCE, there were probably ab

ablesto wear the toga praetexta (a special toga with a

ating at events. Duringithisgtime period, meetin ere

assemblies. Magistrates,

hich consiste@ >s, and Censors, served

ear terms. It is impt )st powerful position in the

government. There weré

policies in important. Te

ent and could overrule

onvene the ass

dictator, whg complete

2 Wasson, Donald L. "Roman Republic." Ancient History Encyclopedia. Last modified April 07, 2016.
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Republic/.

3 Cartwright, Mark. "Roman Senate." Ancient History Encyclopedia. Last modified December 12, 2016.
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Senate/.

* "Roman Magistrates." Ancient Roman History. Accessed July 2018. https://www.unrv.com/empire/executive-
branch.php.
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The fact that the Senatus Romanus lacked real legislative power is an important thing to
keep in mind. The Roman government consisted of various committees besides the senate,
including the Committee of the Hundreds (Comitia Centuriata), the Committee of the Tribal

People itia Populi Tributa), and the Council of the People/Plebeians (Co P
iti@es hadithe pgWwer to enact what senators decide and elect Magistrates.

Romanus were rarely ignored.’

lebis).

r’

e paimary responsibility of advising the magistrates, b

-lenel government rol

war, appointing lo nd
en

elco pinted dictato Iso utilize the s

sultum unche : or a period of time.

nate Procedt

Meetings o herald in the Roman Forum. Th

had to occur within a

ings could be attemdct

s and Magistrates. The

\w

he meeting ang

VoS, patrés

conscri

(“Inasmuch as it may be good and fortunate for oman people of the Quirites, we

bring before you, conscript fathers...”)

® "Roman Senate." Ancient Roman History. Accessed July 2018. https://www.unrv.com/empire/the-senate.php.
® " Ancient Roman Government Hierarchy." Hierarchy Structure. November 14, 2017. Accessed July 2018.
https://www hierarchystructure.com/ancient-roman-government-hierarchy/.
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and finished the introduction with:
“Dé ea ré quid fieri placet?”

(“What does it please you should be done about this matter?”)

residing Magistrate could then proceed with the topic of discussion 1 ways. He

scessi@iem, gyhich meant they would vote immediately, or he cou

; i ) voting procedure by deciding to go per rela .
" g ) semators by saying, “dic, 7 meaning, “speak ’
S Magistrate could requiiie attendees to stand in different
' inion and dete stillts of voting based on

e of the
“Qui hoé em.”
(“Whoever nything else, to this part.”)
“Haec pars majo V

(“This part see -

S economic

crisis. Despite territori C d i 1al tension grew

as government revenue decreased, many patricians went into debt, and unemployment among the
plebeians grew. Many noblemen were grappling for power as the plebeians sought for more

influence in this time of need. The Senatus Romanus had no solution to this crisis. Two rival
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political leaders at the time—Marcus Tullius Cicero and Lucius Sirgius Catiline—embodied the
conflict that plagued Rome during these economic hardships.’

Cicero was one of the most skilled orators of ancient Rome. He was a lawyer, poet,
m wealth.

philoso and author. He did not come from a family of patricians, but did co

) the mili andllin various government roles before running for consul
thanks to the support of conservatives who were
f high term as consul was occupied by this rival
safety of important sgflatozs, or to the city itself
ep him inforn; b @y thing suspicious.®
Lug n as | cian who served i
ilitary and 1 ¢ was in serious debt,

championed polici¢ 5r in Rome during the econo

pse. He ran for con

ccessfully again i

! Wasson, Donald L. "Cicero & the Catiline Conspiracy." Ancient History Encyclopedia. February 03, 2016.
Accessed July 2018. https://www.ancient.eu/article/861/cicero--the-catiline-conspiracy/.

8 Balsdon, John P.V. Dacre, and John Ferguson. "Marcus Tullius Cicero." Encyclopadia Britannica. January 11,
2018. Accessed July 2018. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cicero.

® The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "Catiline." Encyclopadia Britannica. November 13, 2008. Accessed July
2018. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Catiline-Roman-politician.
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Cigero delive

The Serne §¥0f neighboring province
11 as internal econ€ any external factors are causi
strife within Rome, Sena accountable. It.is important to fi

to trust, how to dea ™o itizens to t

struggling ple

him seem guilty of disguising hi f as a woman to atte ceremony at Julius Caesar’s home

blocked off to men. Although Clodius was not found guilty, this escalated the tensions between

10 Maccari, Cesare. Cicero Denounces Catiline. 1888. Palazzo Madama, Rome, Italy. In Lapham's Quarterly.
https://www.laphamsquarterly.org/revolutions/art/cicero-denounces-catiline.
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the two politicians.'' Clodius planned for revenge by becoming a tribune, a magistrate that
represented the plebeians who controlled the Concillium Plebis (Council of the Plebeians).

However, he was ineligible for the role given he was a patrician. Julius Caesar, when he was

consul ir

BCE, facilitated Clodius’ adoption into a plebeian family. He chan e spelling
; from@laudifis to Clodius, and took on the role of tribune and all onz
t |

1ans. His lex Clodig 1e] i th

A statue of Publius Clodius Pul

Clodius immedia

ee. He appointed Sexti

NOre CONS Nere not oppes

nsibility of distributing cort w

Senatus Ro to admini ce of

ram. Surprisingly,

" The Editors of ica. "Publi S Pu " En
2007. https://www.brit . iogr: ublius-Clodius-Pulc

12w Assassination of Popularist Publius ius Pulcher by Milo; Mob
Charge." The Chronicle of the Fall of the Roman Empire. June 04, 2016.
http://cof.quantumfuturegroup.org/events/5521.

'3 Bust of Publius Clodius Pulcher. In History of the Ancient World.

https://www historyoftheancientworld.com/2015/08/clodius-pulcher-caesars-willing-puppet-the-bona-dea-affair-
and-its-effect-on-cicero-and-the-fall-of-the-republic-2/.

4 Ruter I11, Joseph B., "The Seed of Principate: Annona and Imperial Politics" (2016). Honors Bachelor of Arts.
Paper 18. http://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/hab/18

a. September 11,

ence Overtakes Rome; Pompey Takes
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traditions, the Romans had a divine element to this practice as well: annona was also the name of

olding grain on the rig S
. . . o
G Cloelius were feedin
ous support among the plebeia
{ithin a year; the program proved
, ity solely for the free grain, an

the goddess of grain."

15 Struck, Peter T. "Annona." Greek & Roman Mythology.
http://www.classics.upenn.edu/myth/php/tools/dictionary.php?method=did®exp=1615&setcard=0&link=0&media=
0.

'® Ruter
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Topic 3: The First Triumvirate:

The First Triumvirate was an alliance between three ancient Roman politicians.!” Gaius

Julius Caesar was a Roman political and military leader. He was from a patrician family, but

gained li rom this status. His family was not particularly wealthy or influenti mpetition

ety officéSiwas #ierce - the Republican government was unstable s

or more power than ever before. Despite his

nd gllergy to climb the political ladder and restore stab

before being elected sul in 59 BCE. Senato

bed o prevent his is role failed, the

esarian the oth this point, Caesar

18

rming politica power.

Gnaeus Po Roman politician and General fr

trician family. He ome in Africa, where h

s developed a stre adership. He would ofte

ops to pressure bers of the semate, to act

ultimate goal was to OVEIpo onservative

inius Crassus was a wealthy \w

ion with the eg ambitiou, y i e two

military ing a slave

rebellion whic ever, these two

v Wasson, Donald L. “First Triumvirate.” Ancient History Encyclopedia. March 20, 2016.
https://www.ancient.eu/First_Triumvirate/

18 Toynbee, Arnold Joseph. "Julius Caesar." Encyclopadia Britannica. May 11, 2018.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Julius-Caesar-Roman-ruler.

19 Gray, Eric William. "Pompey the Great." Encyclopadia Britannica. March 29, 2018.
https://www .britannica.com/biography/Pompey-the-Great.
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were able to put their differences aside when they both served as consuls in 70 BCE. After their
term ended, Crassus used his personal wealth to forge alliances with senators with financial

difficulties, including Julius Caesar, by loaning them money.*’

Crassus

he First Triumvirate®

In 60 BCE,

sus took advantage o

p

%0 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "Marcus Licinius Crassus." Encyclopedia Britannica. March 29, 2018.
https://www .britannica.com/biography/Marcus-Licinius-Crassus.

1 "The First Triumvirate." Digital image. Penn State University.
https://sites.psu.edu/firsttriumvirate/2013/11/06/what-is-the-first-triumvirate/.

22 Wasson, Donald L. "First Triumvirate." Ancient History Encyclopedia. March 20, 2016.
https://www.ancient.eu/First_Triumvirate/.
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Bloc Positions
Optimates

The optimates, or “aristocrats,” were the more traditional and conservative group of Roman

patricia ey held more power in the Senatus Romanus, and sought to maintai status quo

publi€8Cicefl® was an optimate.

ore radical faction of patrician political lead

: 1S.
es sought to maintainflkorder to protect the rights of the
help themsel¥@s giand Julius Caesar '

€

% The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "Optimates and Populares." Encyclopa&dia Britannica. December 13,
2016. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Optimates-and-Populares.
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Questions to Consider:

Relatio 1: Potential of Conspiracy

e How can the personal networks of both Cicero and Catiline help them gain power?

can Senators balance conflict with neighboring civilizations w

tétnaleonftlic

crisis lead to long-term stability, or are ther

0 begaddressed first?

ain distributio i / e, how important is
pro puch pg Son running this pro

have? Is

e How can tht hungry plebeians in a long-te

sustainable way”

How should inx

: The First Tri

do the different backgrot

their success? »

en gain?

e Are th their a antage of these

problems to try to prevent them from gaining too power?
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