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United Nations Organization of American States
Letter From the Chair:
Hello, Delegates!
Welcome to EagleMUNC IX! My name is Nicholas Scalera and I have the privilege to be
your chair for the Organization of American States. I am a sophomore at Boston College,
studying Political Science.
I’m from Nashua, a city about 40 minutes north of Boston in New Hampshire. I grew up
coming to Boston every summer, and couldn’t wait to start the next phase of my life in this great
city that I call home.
I have been a part of Model U.N. since my sophomore year of high school. I came to
EagleMUNC twice myself and became the Secretary-General of my school’s Model U.N. Club.
During my time at EagleMUNCs V and VI, I was on the FIFA Board committee and the Kalmar
Union committee respectively. I knew when I decided to go to school at Boston College, that I
had to join the organization that I had learned so much from. Last year I was going to be the cochair for the Assembly of India. Model U.N. is a tremendous opportunity to learn about things
that you can’t in school, including foreign policy, and simple debate skills.
As a member of this committee, you will be looking at the multinational issues that the
OAS faces. All of the countries that make up this organization have different priorities,
constituencies, and cultures. Finding the best way to balance these things while also making the
Western Hemisphere a safe place to live and grow should be on your minds at all times. You will
debate over how the OAS can aid in the immigration crisis that affects the entire region. None of
the issues you will discuss are isolated, they all reach into multiple countries, which only furthers
the need for a regional oversight group such as yourselves to intervene.
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I can’t wait to see all of the work and research you have done to get ready. Remember,
there is never just one answer to these problems. It is all about how you lay out your plan and
help convince your peers as to why it is the best option. I hope whether this is your first time in
MUN or your tenth, you can voice your opinions proudly and join the conversations. If you have
any questions, feel free to email me and I will gladly answer whatever I can. I can’t wait to meet
you all in March!

Sincerely,
Nicholas Scalera

United Nations Organization of American States
Background Information
The Organization of American States, or OAS, is a collection of all 35 independent states
in the Americas that also gives observer status to 69 other states. The First International
Conference of American States, which was held in the winter of 1889-1890, helped build the
foundation for the current organization. This meeting established the International Union of
American Republics, which is one of the precursors to this committee.1 Since then, OAS has
become the longest standing international-regional organization. In 1826, Bolivar, who led much
of the northern region of South America to independence from Spain, called the Congress of
Panama. While this meeting discussed freedom from Europe, its scope was smaller than that of
the meeting in 1889 and 1890. While some trace the origins of the union back to Simón Bolivar
in 1826, the more regulated and organized group came later.2
Before the onset of the Second World War, there were calls to create a “League of
Nations in the Americas”.3 The creation of such an organization would help alleviate the fear
that, given the rising power of the newfound Soviet Union, communism would spread into the
Western Hemisphere. This fear was foreseen by American President James Monroe, who wrote
about how the United States would no longer accept European influence and control in the
Western Hemisphere. This continuation of the Monroe Doctrine worked for the United States
and protected the smaller, less globally powerful South American nations. Smaller meetings of
groups within this organization would occur across the two continents. The Pan American
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Union, as the current group was called, often held meetings in the Pan American Union
headquarters in Washington D.C.

The Pan American Union headquarters, Washington D.C., 19104

In 1948, under the leadership of Secretary of State George Marshall, the Ninth
International Conference of American States was called in Bogotá, Colombia to discuss how
they should combat communism.5 Fearing the violence that they had seen plague Europe, the
member states wished for this issue to be resolved via peace and diplomacy. Thus, all 21
countries in attendance adopted the Charter of the Organization of American States, and the Pan
American Union became the OAS. Within this new charter, the Organization linked itself to the
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United Nations saying, “Within the United Nations, the Organization of American States is a
regional agency.” Along with this charter, the countries also agreed on the world’s first
transnational human rights proclamation: the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of
Man.6 This document stated that all people within this group had rights to education, protection,
and equality before the law.
While being one of many regional organizations in the Americans, OAS is certainly in
the top echelon in terms of the breadth of countries and topics. OAS houses committees on
women’s and children’s rights, health, and agriculture.7 Most of these committees and sectors of
the OAS have been in place for over 80 years. While these subsections and OAS as a whole have
no legal control over countries within them, similar to the United Nations, they have a strong pull
and influence on the opinions of the people. One of these subcommittees that make up OAS is
the Pan American Institute of Geography and History, which has been around since 1928, and
works to help compile research and data on the history of civilizations in the Americas, and helps
researchers communicate past the borders of their nations.
The OAS has added and subtracted from its membership since its inception. In 1948 in
Bogotá there were 21 signatories. Today, the membership of the OAS is made up of all 35
independent American states. There has been, of course, controversy within the organization. In
1962, the OAS voted to oust Cuba from its membership due to the revolution led by Fidel
Castro, instituting communism on the island nation.8 This decision was later rescinded at a
meeting in 2009, but Cuba refused the offer to rejoin the organization. In that same year, the
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OAS suspended Honduras from its ranks after the government was overthrown in a coup d’état.9
Two years later in 2011, after the exiled President Zelaya was reinstated, the OAS accepted
Honduras to the committee. There are current day struggles within the OAS, with Venezuela
announcing they will begin plans to leave the OAS after criticisms have arisen of President
Maduro and his regime.
The OAS lists their four main pillars as “democracy, human rights, security, and
development.”10 In more contemporary times, the OAS has been focused on election security and
things of that nature. Beginning in 1962, OAS has sent in more than 200 election oversight
committees via the Secretariat for Defending Democracy’s election department.11 Their goals
include but are not limited to campaign finances, gender equity, anti-voter suppression, and voter
turnout. These programs have been going in countries such as Costa Rica, the Dominican
Republic, Guyana, and Peru as recently as 2020. They even observed the 2020 General Election
in 2016. Furthermore, after every election they oversee, they release a report giving praise and
challenges for the nation to try and achieve. For example, after the contentious 2016 Election
between Sec. Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, the Election Observation Mission (EOM) said
that the political process is “public, transparent and verifiable, and is based on weights and
counterweights at every step” as a strength for the U.S. Election system.12 However, the EOM
continued later on in their initial report that the United States should, “Broaden the cooperation
between states to compare information and avoid possible duplications in voter registries”.13 This
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independent, overarching organization is exactly when both developed and developing nations
need to help benefit the sanctity of democratic elections.

Topic 1: North American Immigration Controversy
Immigration and its reformation are a controversial topic in every area of the globe.
However, in North America, it has become divisive and whole campaigns are based around it. In
June of 2015 as Donald Trump announced his candidacy for President, he gave plans for a
border wall between the United States and Mexico.14 Along with this, then-candidate Trump
announced that he would make Mexico pay for the construction of the wall along the nearly
2,000-mile U.S./Mexico border.
While the immigrants and refugees may enter the United States via Mexico, they
originate from multiple countries throughout Central and South America. At the end of 2018, a
large migrant caravan began in Honduras.15 Thousands of migrants from Honduras, El Salvador,
and Guatemala marched from San Pedro Sula to Tijuana, Mexico. This trek spans rivers,
mountains, and dangerous terrain and environments. The journey is dangerous, but even then
there was, and is, no guarantee that the migrants will be accepted into the United States as
immigrants or refugees. Furthermore, the American immigration issue is not the only one that is
pressing to members of the OAS. Immigrants fleeing from civil and foreign wars in the Middle
East are flooding into the European and American nations where they believe they can find hope
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and a new life. The ideals and beliefs of these two groups are not that different. Both of these
groups are seeing America as a possible safe haven from the violence in their home-countries.
Once the migrants reach the United States/Mexico border, they are met with Border
Patrol agents from the United States who fire tear gas canisters into the crowd. A spokesperson
for the U.S. Customs and Border Protection claims that the agents were acting in self-defense
after they were attacked with rocks.16

Men, women, and children begin their journey to the United States from Honduras, 2018 17

In the past, OAS has congratulated the United States for their immigration work. In 2014,
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) released a statement praising
President Obama’s Executive Order protecting kids who were brought into the United States
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without documentation.18 These DACA recipients, or DREAMers, were hiding in the shadows,
according to Commissioner Felipe González. OAS will, at some point, have to make a decision
on how they want to either aid the refugees or the countries in which these people are coming
from.

Topic 2: Right-Wing Paramilitary Troops in Colombia
Right-wing forces in Colombia have been a problem in the nation since the mid-1990s.
These militias and bands of criminals were created in opposition to the revolutionary forces with
Marxist-Leninist ties.19 However, these reactionary forces were created by offshoots of the
Colombian military at the suggestion of United States officials. The original purpose of these
groups was to assist in combating the alleged spread of Soviet communism in the Western
Hemisphere. The current make-up of these right-wing paramilitary groups has become perverted
into pure destruction under misguided intentions for democracy.
Current estimates point to the fact that about 70-80% of all political murders annually are
due to these paramilitary groups. They control large portions of the drug trade, human
trafficking, and other organized crimes. These groups have become what they were trying to
eradicate, a dangerous and militant body that is outside of the rule of law. What has made the
situation worse is that politicians, social elites, and even large corporations have become in
league with these paramilitary groups.
Two of the large political parties in Colombia, named “Cambio Radical” and “Centro
Democrático,” opposed then-President Santos’s administration and a new bill to help deal with
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the paramilitary violence and its funding.20 This resulted in the bill becoming extremely weak on
the crimes being committed and barred private sector officials from being called before a court
during trials of paramilitary violence.
Since this ruling in 2018, one of the highest politicians in the Centro Democrático party,
Iván Duque, has been elected President of Colombia. He ran on a platform calling for a cessation
of peaceful negotiations with FARC, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, the same
group from the Cold War. This has led to more violence in the country, and a continued sense of
instability as corruption ran rampant. In 2019, Duque agreed to extradite a paramilitary leader
known as “Pipon” to the United States where he was wanted for drug trafficking.21 This decision
was against the advice of the Colombian Supreme Court and the cries of victims. Pipon was
facing charges in Colombia for murder, kidnapping, and recruitment of child soldiers.
In 2016, OAS announced that they are supporting Colombia’s national peace plan to help
protect its citizens and hold paramilitary leaders and criminals accountable.22 By going against
the people of Colombia, it can be argued that President Duque is going against the wishes of the
OAS.

Topic 3: Increasing Russian Presence in Latin America
Russia, under Vladimir Putin’s direction, is returning to Soviet-esque propaganda and
influence in Latin American countries. In an area that is in constant turmoil via cartels, political
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dogmas, and economic distress, Latin America is a perfect breeding ground for malevolent actors
such as Russia to swoop in and get powerful allies close to the United States. Gen. John Kelly
said as the head of the U.S. Southern Command, the military’s arm responsible for Central and
South America, “Periodically since 2008, Russia has pursued an increased presence in Latin
America through propaganda, military arms and equipment sales, counterdrug agreements, and
trade. Under President [Vladimir] Putin, however, we have seen a clear return to Cold Wartactics. As part of its global strategy, Russia is using power projection in an attempt to erode U.S.
leadership and challenge U.S. influence in the Western Hemisphere.”23
Similar to Cold War-era tactics, Russia is using a “sphere of influence” type of foreign
policy in the Western Hemisphere, meaning they are not directly colonizing places like
Venezuela or Bolivia, but they are creating lucrative trade deals and energy agreements with
these countries. Putin is seeing how the superpowers like Canada and the United States are
having internal struggles, and are swooping in to pick apart their allies to the south.
Russia is currently a permanent observer of the OAS. Permanent observers don’t vote on
OAS matters but advise and assist in pieces of training and things of that nature.24 Russia, while
not being a true member of the OAS, is privy to their information and goings-on. These
confidential talks could include trade, military training, and other things of that nature. Censure
and removal of members have happened in the OAS and could be an option if Russia proves to
be not trustworthy with powerful information.
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Topic 4: Venezuelan Crisis
Beginning with the presidency of Hugo Chávez and then continuing to present-day
President Maduro, Venezuela has spiraled downward in terms of socioeconomics and politics.
Under Chávez, the socialist government relied heavily on the production and exportation of oil
and petroleum. Venezuela has the largest oil reserves in the world, even larger than that of Saudi
Arabia and other Middle Eastern countries.25 After years of corruption and the mishandling of
resources, the Venezuelan national economy was fully dependent on the oil industry. As the
collapse of the oil industry came in 2014, so fell Venezuelan economies.
Nicolás Maduro, who took over after Chávez’s death, tried to fix the economy by printing
more money. This has caused inflation to rise by 10 million percent, by some estimates.26 This
wildly fluctuating socioeconomic status of Venezuela has caused food shortages, disease, and
large scale emigration from the nation. Maduro, who was reelected in 2018 under controversy,
has done little in terms of on-the-ground assistance for his citizens. The OAS and European
Union saw the outcome as illegitimate, while other nations such as Turkey and Cuba rallied
behind Maduro’s administration.
This political vacuum that has formed via this humanitarian crisis has led the way for
global powers like China and Russia to find a foothold in the Western Hemisphere. Under
President Trump, the United States has done very little in terms of foreign aid for the people of
Venezuela, leaving it up to nongovernmental organizations such as the Red Cross to step in.
The worries of the OAS are mainly that of the national security of Venezuela and the
protection of rights for the Venezuelan people. After Maduro’s questionable reelection, the OAS

25

“Instability in Venezuela.” Council on Foreign Relations, https://www.cfr.org/global-conflicttracker/conflict/instability-venezuela
26

Council on Foreign Relations

United Nations Organization of American States
supported the implementation of interim president Juan Guaidó.27 To this day, the OAS formally
recognizes Guaidó and his cabinet as the true government of Venezuela.

Questions to Consider:
Topic 1: North American Immigration Controversy
● Given that many of the immigrants journeying to the United States are escaping violence
and poverty, does the United States have a responsibility to take in these refugees?
● What responsibilities does the OAS have in this circumstance? Does the committee want
to work on aiding the immigrants’ countries of origin or assist in the immigration process
to the United States?
● Although they are immigrating from another area of the world, will the OAS intervene on
behalf of the Middle Eastern refugees coming from countries such as Syria?
Topic 2: Right-Wing Paramilitary Troops in Colombia
● How should the OAS deal with the continual violence put on by these paramilitary
troops?
● What should be done to lower the influence they have on the political, social, and
economic spheres of life in Colombia?
● Will this committee follow President Duque and his plan for the country, or that of the
people themselves?
Topic 3: Increasing Russian Presence in Latin America
● How will the OAS fight against the attempts at election meddling that Russia has tried to
perpetrate?
27
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● Will anything be done regarding Russia’s status as a permanent observer in the
committee?
● Will the OAS suggest sanctions on Russia and their trade deals with Latin American
countries?
Topic 4: Venezuelan Crisis
● How will the Guaidó Administration carry out the peaceful transfer of power between
themselves and the Maduro Administration? How will the OAS aid in that?
● What steps will the OAS take to help the impoverished citizens of Venezuela?
● Will the OAS take action to help prevent the creation of another power vacuum in this
unstable area of South America?
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