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Assembly of India: 1946

Introduction
Letter from the Chair:
Hello Delegates,
Welcome to The Constituent Assembly of India! My name is Peyton Brown. I
am a sophomore at Boston College studying Environmental Studies. I am originally
from Scituate, Massachusetts. This is my second year in EagleMUNC. Last year I was a
Sim Staffer for two committees: The Human Rights Campaign and the Flint City
Government. I participated in Model UN all four years of high school including
attending EagleMUNC twice as a delegate, myself. I look forward to seeing what ideas
you bring to this committee!
As delegates, it is up to you to shape the nation India following centuries of
colonization by European powers. Following the devastation of World War II, the world
is at a turning point in its history. Emerging from the conflict is India, a nation rich in
resources, culture, and ideas.
Your task is to steer India into the second half of the 20th century. You must
address the post-colonial tensions between your former ruler, the state of the
economy, the displacement of people, and the religious tensions emerging. India is in
need of a formal government. As delegates, your opportunity for change begins now. I
wish you the best as you ensure your state and constituents have a say in the newly
forming government.
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Structure of the Committee
The meeting of the Constituent Assembly of India followed India’s
independence from the British government. The committee was founded in 1946, and
India was officially declared independent in 1947. The purpose of the committee was to
construct the first constitution for the newly independent nation, as well as serve as the
first form of government for an independent India. The delegates will be serving a
variety of roles across the committee. Some roles will be more well-known and have
information more easily accessible online; therefore, these delegates are encouraged to
adhere to the path of the member they represent. Other roles will involve more
interpretation; delegates must use this creative license wisely and effectively to
promote the interests of their member's respective state.
There were 35 states at the time of the Assembly of India: Madras*, Bombay*,
West Bengal, United Provinces, East Punjab, Bihar, Central Provinces and Berar*,
Assam, Orissa, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, Coorg, Mysore, Jammu and Kashmir,
Travancore-Cochin, Madhya Bharat, Saurashtra, Rajasthan, Patiala and East Punjab
States Union, Bombay States, Orissa States, Central Provinces States, United Provinces
States, Madras States, Vindhya Pradesh, Cooch Behar, Tripura and Manipur, Bhopal,
Kutch, Humachal Pradesh, East Bengal*, West Punjab*, Northwest Frontier Province*,
Sindh*, and Balochistan*. States with (*) eventually left after the Partition, but for all
purposes they will be fully included and there is no direct intention to have them
removed from their role unless the delegates themselves decide to make a change.

Assembly of India: 1946
The committee will commence on the 9th of December, 1946 in New Delhi at
the first meeting of the Constituent Assembly of India, and your chair will be serving the
role of B. R. Ambedkar, the chairman of the drafting committee.
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Assembly of India Historical Background
India has long been a nation rich in history, and culture, but not without external
and internal conflict. Long before India came under British colonial rule, it consisted of
a vibrant civilization of states and empires. For centuries the Indian subcontinent
consisted of hundreds of kingdoms ruled by powerful, militant kings. These kingdoms
developed and followed Hinduism beginning in the sixth century BCE. Hindus worship
multiple gods, including Agni, Indra, Shiva, Vishnu, and Ganesha. Hinduism is not a
polytheistic religion, however, as it is believed they all come from one Brahman. When
the Aryans, nomadic herders, settled in India, they established a strict hierarchical class
system consisting of four groups of people: brahmins, kshatriyas, vaishyas, and
shudras. Brahmins are priests, kshatriyas are warriors or aristocrats, vaishyas are
merchants or peasants, and shudras are serfs. It is Hindu myth that the god Purusha
assembled the four castes with Brahmins at the head and Shudras at the feet. Those
born as shudras were considered to have done bad deeds in their previous life. This is
considered incarnation. Hinduism was popularized among shudras with the belief that
those who behaved well would have good karma and could achieve salvation in the
next life.1
Centuries of feudal states ended when in 327 BCE, Alexander of Macedon
invaded India and overran the region of Punjab. Although he ruled for only two years,
his disruption of regional powers created lasting instability that left a vacuum for
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power. The kingdom of Magadha seized considerable land, including the trade routes
in the Ganges Valley and sea routes to the Bay of Bengal.2
Soon after the Magdhas seized control, the Mauryan Empire, founded by
Chandragupta Maurya overtook the Ganges and present day Afghanistan before
successfully uniting the Indian subcontinent. During Chandragupta’s rule between 324
to 297 BCE, he established a single currency, regional administrators, and a civil service
to provide protection. A sophisticated system of taxation that freed farmers from
regional kings’ tax and crop collection contributed greatly to the overall strength of the
nation. He peacefully gave the throne to his son Bindusara, who ruled until his death in
272 BCE. Bindusara’s sons went to war with Ashoka ultimately winning. Under Ashoka,
the Mauryan Empire flourished. The capital city of Pataliputra was established as the
central hub of the empire. Thousands of roads, canals, rest houses, and hospitals were
created. The empire had a standing army or 600,000 infantry, 30,000 cavalry, and
9,000 war elephants. Additionally, the Mauryans traded silk, spices, and textiles with
Bactria and Persia.3
Hinduism was deeply rooted in the culture of the Mauryan Empire. Around 1500
BCE to 500 BCE two epic poems, Mahabharata and Ramayana were written about
Hindu gods and values through dramatic stories. The Bhagavad Gita is another
important text that emphasized the possibility of salvation for people who followed
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Hindu values. It was popular among lower castes looking to be reincarnated into a
higher caste.4
The Mauryan Empire broke up following the death of Ashoka and resulted in a
return to decentralized states for many centuries. Furthermore, the central treasury
ran out of money for the high salaries of soldiers and government officials. The next
great Indian Empire, the Gupta Empire lasted between the mid-300th century CE and
the late 600th century CE. The Gupta Empire is considered the golden age of India due
to its lasting peace and prosperity, as well as the many robust scholars of history,
poetry, and mathematics.5 The Gupta emperors made Hinduism the unifying religion of
the empire. It became the most popular religion on the subcontinent with the
immersion of Hinduism into education
and the granting of land to brahmins.
However, after centuries of a united
and successful India, the Gupta Empire
ended with the invasion of the White
Huns. Regional powers again took
over and there was no unification until
the sixteenth century.6

4 ibid.
5
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India reunified under the Mughal Empire beginning in 1526. Mughals ruled over
vast swathes of the Indian subcontinent, from the Himalayas in the north, the Ganges
River Basin in the middle and the Deccan Plateau in the to the south. Many ethnic
groups lived in geographically distinct areas. There were Sikhs in Punjab to the west,
Muslims in Bengal to the east, Hindu princes in Hyderabad, and Tamil speakers in the
south. India is a fusion of religious Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, and ethnic Afghans,
Persians, and Indians. Despite these differences, the Muslim Mughal leaders worked
with local rulers to unite the empire. In exchange for taxes on agriculture and military
support, Mughal rulers allowed local rulers to control the revenue in their regions. The
Mughal Empire flourished in the 17th century. Trade with Indonesia peaked in the early
1600s with the exchange of over 400,000 articles of cloth for spices in one year. Rulers
spent this wealth on architectural masterpieces like the Taj Mahal.7

Colonization
India has seen dominance from multiple major colonizers throughout the 16th18th century. Trading posts were first established in India by the Portuguese in 1498
with the landing of Vasco de Gama in Calicut. De Gama was welcomed warmly by the
Hindu ruler. The Portuguese established more trading posts in the next few years,
including Cannamore and the new capital of Portuguese India Cochin. The Portuguese
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established an appointed governor and the strongest naval power in India. For nearly
all of the 1500s, the Portuguese dominated the spice trade from India.8
However, in 1602 the Dutch East India Company or the Vereenigde ost-lndische
Companies (VOC) was created with the exclusive right to trade in India and given
powers to attack and conquest by the Dutch state. Beginning in 1605 the Dutch
established trading posts and factories to produce cotton goods. With their sights on
the spice trade from Sumatra and Java, the Dutch came to India to exchange cotton
goods and spices. The VOC also exported indigo, saltpetre, and Bengal raw silk.
Throughout the 1600s, the Dutch established more factories and posts with permission
of the local rulers.9
At the same time as the Dutch established their joint-stock company, their
neighbor across the North Sea did the same, setting up a bitter rivalry for control of the
spice trade. The British rivalry with the Dutch took shape through the 17th century as
the British East India Company accumulated trading posts and established new ones.
However, during the 17th century, the Dutch dominated trade in India because of their
advanced financial system. It was not until the Glorious Revolution of 1688 that
brought peace to both nations as Dutch Prince William of Orange ascended the British
throne. The Dutch continued to focus on the Indonesian spice trade, but by 1720 cotton
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from India had become more profitable and overtook spices. 10 By the end of the 17th
century, the British had monopolized cotton exports from India, with the settlements of
Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta as the main ports.
Throughout the 18th century, the Mughal Empire saw its decline at the same
time that the British presence increased on the coast and trading posts were
developed. One reason for the decline was that Mughals began increasing taxes on
non-Muslims, which increased resentment from Hindus. Additionally, Marathas spent
decades fighting the Mughal Empire with guerilla tactics and forced them to increase
taxes on local rulers. Some of these rulers, known as nawabs, capitalized on this
weakness and left the empire. Furthermore, to protect themselves from the Mughals,
other nawabs, or other European powers, regional rulers enlisted increased help from
European nations such as Britain and France. In return, coastal merchants and
Europeans grew wealthy from the trade of gold and silver. 11
The British in particular were able to capitalize on the breakup of the Mughal
Empire by replacing rulers with their own kings. Their influence began in the southeast
of India, particularly Bengal. The British made their first major gain at the Battle of
Plassey in 1757 when Robert Clive and British troops defeated the local ruler and
established their own satellite ruler. In 1765, Bengal was under complete British
control. While the British East India Company maintained control over Indian
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provinces, “the governors of the Company's commercial settlements became governors
of provinces and, although the East India Company continued to trade, many of its
servants became administrators in the new British regimes.”12 The British began to
enlist Indian sepoys (soldiers) into their armies. These large forces were able to coerce
local rulers into command of the Empire or crush rebellion from states that would
resist. From 1757 until 1858, British forces annexed much of eastern Indian through war
and coercion.
Under Company
governments, the administrative task
of collecting taxes was done by
Indians, but those higher up in
regional government were entitled to
a share of the wealth. This allowed
for many British people to
accumulate significant property and standing.13 Wealthy Englishmen–known as
nabobs–adopted extravagant lifestyles similar to those of the Mughals with servants
and mansions. They lived in contained Anglicised settlements separate from other
Indians. This put significant financial strain on the East India Company.14

12 Marshall,
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Company rule in India had a profound effect on the culture of India. Most
notably, British judges also supervised the courts, which applied Hindu or Islamic rather
than British law15 The 1813 Regulatory Act legalized Christian missionaries, which
threatened Hindu and Islamic culture.16 In 1828 the British outlawed child marriage and
Sati, a widow’s suicide by fire. And in 1837, English became the official language of the
Indian government. These laws were deeply resented
by Hindus for interfering with their culture. Notably,
the Widow Remarriage Act of 1856 was hated because
it encouraged widows to remarry despite the
traditional expectation to honor their dead husbands
family by choosing a life of poverty and self-denial.17
In addition to these changes to Indian society,
the large sepoy armies were not treated well by British officers. In 1857, the Bengal
Army was composed of 24,000 Europeans and 135,000 Indian sepoys (infantry) and
sowars (cavalry). According to the National Army Museum of Britain, “Poor terms of
service and pensions, bad pay, lack of promotion, and increased cultural and racial
insensitivity from British officers all contributed to the feelings of discontent among the
Indian soldiers of the Bengal Army.”18 In the 1840s, Britain attempted to recruit lower
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caste Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims. Much of the armies were composed of high caste
Hindus who resented this as a threat to their social status. Furthermore, the 1853
Pattern Enfield rifle used by the British was rumored to have cartridges greased with
pig or cow fat. This was offensive to both Muslims and Hindus and reinforced fears of
conversion to Christianity.19

Mutiny, Rebellion, and Reorganization
1857 marked the decline of company rule and started the rule of the British Raj.
On March 29, Sepoy Mangel Pandey revolted against his officers at Barrackpore. His
comrades of the 34th Bengal Native Infantry refused to restrain him, but stopped short
of joining him. The entire regiment of sepoys was disbanded, which prompted criticism
from other sepoys. The larger mutiny, lasting 18 months, began on May 10, 1857 when
85 members of the 3rd Bengal Light Cavalry were broken out of prison by other
members of their company. They were jailed for refusing to use the new cartridges.
They then ransacked a military station killing any Europeans they could find. 20
Rebellion spread quickly with the fall of Delhi the next day. The British were slow to
respond to the revolt, disbanding some units, but failing to stop others before they
joined in. British forces were greatly outnumbered and spread across vast areas of
India. Fortunately for them, the revolt was largely contained to the Bengal Mutiny
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because the Madras and Bombay armies were composed of Sikhs, Muslims, and Gurkas
who feared a return to Mughal rule. It is worth noting that not all members revolted,
some went home to their families.
Local rulers assisted in the revolt to restore their
states. Many were frustrated with the policy of lapse
which required any ruler to forfeit their wealth to the
Company if they died without a male heir. Others had
been deposed by the British and were humiliated. This
resentment increased their hatred of the British.
Additionally, thousands of commoners also joined in, some for religious purposes,
others to end the system of taxation that burdened farming.21
One in seven British were killed and over 800,000 Indians were massacred or
died in the ensuing famine. The rebellion was extremely violent and contained religious
and ethnic undertones. The culmination of British efforts to change Indian culture
resulted in the brutal killing of thousands of British Christians, but the sparing of Hindu
and Muslim converts. British forces plundered Delhi which had been seized by sepoys.
They massacred many civilians, shooting down anyone on their way.22
Ultimately, the rebellion failed because many sepoys remained loyal to the
British and there was largely no specific organization. It was difficult for Sepoys to
encourage support of the people with no structure in place to command the fighting.

21Ibid.
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The lasting impact of the rebellion was a deep mistrust between Indians and British and
a culture of fear. High caste Hindus were no longer recruited for the army and loyal
Sikhs and Punjabs were given preferential treatment. This ended British Company rule
and ushered in the British Raj with the Government of India Act of 1958, formalizing
India as a British Colony.23
The British Raj in India was a time of significant social and political stratification.
Historians note that the British Raj established India as a modern, powerful nation, but
are critical of how beneficial it was to Indian citizens. The government set up by the
British would not have been successful without the administration from local rulers and
over 1,200 Indian civil servants who assisted in ruling over 300 million Indians. 24
India was one of Britain’s greatest economic assets at this time. The British
made large investments in infrastructure across India. They created thousands of miles
of railways and canals, implemented advanced irrigation systems that aided in the
establishment of commercial agriculture, and invested greatly in shipping and mining. 25
However, criticism included leaving India prone to famine by primarily growing cash
crops, high taxation on people with little means, and growing the wealth gap between
the British and Indians. Much of the wealth was retained in Britain rather than investing
in India.26 Additionally, the British managed an army that was too massive for the
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defense needed. About 40% of India’s wealth was spent on the army. It was used in
South Africa for the Boer Wars (1899-1902) and both World Wars.27
Major social changes took place as well. Class divisions were exploited between
wealthy Indians and their poor counterparts with the establishment of an English
taught education system.28 The wealthy attended English schools, joined the army or
the civil service and were able to join the British in ruling the poor.29 Furthermore, there
were clear divides between the white, British citizens, ordinary Indians, and AngloIndians of mixed race. Anglo-Indians were considered impure by British standards.30
In 1885 the Indian National Congress was established as lead opposition to the
Raj. Founded as a secular political party, Congress started from elite middle class roots
with a moderate, loyalist agenda and was able to unite the diverse Indian subcontinent.
There was some disagreement; however, with a faction that justified violence and one
that advocated for non-violence. For example, Subhas Chandra Bose, an advocate for
fighting against imperial oppression formed the Indian National Army. Conversely,
Mahatma Gandhi advocated for ‘satyagraha’ or non-violent non-cooperation.31

Economy, Military, Foreign Policy and Culture
India’s economy has been growing at an impressive rate in recent years,
becoming the 7th largest economy in the world and growing at a speed second only to
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China’s. Reports predict that, by 2050, India will rise to be the 2nd largest economy
behind China. The recent explosion of growth is a likely result of the new common
market, made official in July of 2017, across India’s 29 states. While the previously
ununited market was a source of confusion and even corruption, the new common
market is predicted to increase efficiency, growth, and India’s tax intake. While this
growth looks promising for the whole population, the reality reflects that a growing
economic inequality. India’s richest 1% owned 53% of the country’s wealth in 2017. For
comparison, the United States’s richest 1% owned 37.3% of the country’s wealth in that
same year. However, Oxfam is optimistic that, if the growing inequality could be paused,
India could lift close to 90 million of its residents out of poverty. Additionally, India could
take better advantage of its growing economy by employing more women in every
workforce.32
Three factors are the driving force for the recent economic success of India: a rise
in the working-age population, an increase in education and engineering skills, and a
growing middle class contributing to the consumer market. Agriculture is responsible for
17.4% of the GDP and 49% of employment, industry 25.8% of the GDP and 20% of
employment, and services 56.9% of the GDP and 31% of employment. The economy
relies heavily on three main markets: telecommunications, automotive, and
pharmaceutical biotechnology. The share of external trade in India’s GDP was 6% in
1985, but by 2006 had risen to 24%. India’s main exports include: petroleum products
(whose total exports tripled from 2001-2011; 14%-42%), textile goods, jewelry, software,
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engineering goods, and chemicals. Despite its great economic successes, India still faces
great despair in areas such as unemployment, poverty, undernutrition, and child labor.
The GDP on a per capita basis is very low at about $3000, The employment rate is down
to 8.8%, but with a population so large the impacts are felt at an exponential level. 33
The Indian military is both valuable and powerful. With a total population of 1.3
billion people, its military sports a total personnel of almost 3.5 million. It’s ranked fourth,
globally, in total aircraft strength and possesses 4,184 combat tanks and 295 naval
assets.34 Known as the Indian Armed Forces, the Indian military is comprised of a military,
a navy, and an air force. Their primary focus is on the military, and
the Indian army comprises over 80% of the total military
personnel.35 With the motto “One for all and all for one!”, the
Indian army totes an important sense of brotherhood and
community that rises above caste or religion. Some of its most
important values include: valour, fairness, honesty, discipline,
integrity, fidelity, honor, and courage. The army stands that the
safety of the country comes first, followed by the men you
command, and then followed by yourself.36
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While India does share a large portion of its southern border as a coastline on the
Indian Ocean, it also has many neighbors on its northern side. It shares a border with
Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, China, Bangladesh, Myanmar (Burma), and Sri Lanka. As a
general point, India has conducted its foreign relations with the standard of neutrality
and non-involvement and has a mostly steady relationship with its neighbors. India’s
relationship with China began on good footing with agreements about coexisting
peacefully and maintaining mutual respect, but ever since China invaded the northeast
of India they’ve had a strained relationship - even after the war was over. Knowing that
some of its neighbors suffer from similar problems of overpopulation and illiteracy, India
has sometimes lent a helping hand; even helping countries such as Bhutan build better
infrastructure. India has also aided its neighbor Sri Lanka in the past by sending
peacekeeping troops to maintain stability in times of hostility.37
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Topic 1: Challenges of Difference
India’s primary foreign relation of concern is with Pakistan. Although the two
nations share a history, language, and culture, their differences have driven much
conflict between them. After the two separated as a result of the Partition of India, the
state of Kashmir was stuck between the two and had to decide which country to
ultimately be a part of. After an invasion by Pakistan, Kashmir decided on India.
However, India could not entirely shut out the military power of Pakistan and Kashmir is
still divided into administration in different geographic locations by Pakistan, India, and
even China. Pakistan and India have since engaged in a series of wars over border
territories.38
India is one of the most diverse nations in the world. As such, its cultural depth
extends enormous amounts. Although they do not typically identify this way, most of
the population can be thought of as in one of two groups based on their linguistic
background: those of Indo-Aryan ethnicities are from the northern half of India and
speak Hindu, while those of Dravidian ethnicities are from the southern half of India and
speak Tamil and Telugu. Although already in two separate categories, language in India
gets even more complicated with 22 major languages recognized and hundreds of local
dialects of each. The national identity of India is a complicated one. Although there tends
to be an association between Hindu values and India’s national identity, in reality that

38 ibid.
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stands as a marker of the British colonialism and does not accurately reflect the
population as a whole.39
India’s tradition and history are very permeant in its modern functioning, and one
aspect of its history that has remained is its caste system. In the large scale caste system,
the ‘varna’ system, families were assigned to one of four categories and could not move
to or really interact with any other: Brahmin (the priestly class), Kshatriya (nobility caste),
Vaishya (merchant caste) and Shudra (artisan or labourer caste). The caste system is no
longer legally enforced, but the long-term effects of the cultural train of thought that one
cannot change their social status still lingers. Upward mobility is still difficult in India, but
efforts are being made to improve the availability of it. Additionally, the caste system is
still often referred to for families who still participate in arranged marriages to find a
suitable significant other.40

Topic 2: Partition of India
The initial plan was to keep India a united country but divided into accurate
representation in government. From the 1945/1946 election, “The Congress won 90 per
cent of the votes cast for the central legislature in open (non-Muslim) constituencies, and
formed governments in eight provinces. The Muslim League, on its part, won all 30
reserved Muslim seats in the central legislature, and 442 of the 500 Muslim seats in the
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provincial assemblies.”41 It appeared that India could survive with having a legislature
divided between Hindus and Muslims, but Muhhamed Ali Jinnah, the future leader of
Pakistan, believed that the Muslims in the Congress were not an accurate representation
of all Muslims. He pushed to create a separate homeland for Muslims, while
simultaneously the British wanted to create a Congress in India that would be split
between three provinces. Two of these provinces would be the Muslim majorities of the
east and west, while a third would include the Hindu majorities of the center and south.42
The idea was that as an overall minority, Muslims would still have representation in
government and be free to choose leaders to represent them, but would ultimately
remain unequally represented in comparison to the Hindu majority. Jinnah protested this
idea, believing that the best fit would be a separate Pakistan and a separate India, where
each group could accurately represent themselves without having to accommodate the
other. While debate was heating up and causing tensions, outside the people were also
concerned with the future of the state. The Great Calcutta Killing that took place from
August 16th to the 20th in 1946 resulted in the death of 4,000 people and many
thousands left wounded or homeless. Additionally, 7,000 Muslims in Bihar and thousands
of Hindus in Noakhali were killed, further magnifying how incredibly tense relations had
become.43 Riots and conflicts continued for months following, and in a last attempt to
regain control, the British appointed Lord Mountbatten in February 1947 as the last
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viceroy.44 By the time he took office, it was clear that a united India was impossible, as
ethnic cleansing and mass migration continued into 1947, leaving thousands of Muslims
dead and resulting in 12.5 million refugees. Finally, in 1947, the Indian Independence Act
was passed, formally splitting India.
Known as the Partition of India, the
division of India into the Union of India
(today, the Republic of India) and the
Dominion of Pakistan (today, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh) occurred in 1947
and was a landmark apex of religious
tensions taking legislative action as the
British left India. Officially titled the Indian
Independence Act, the partitioning of India
came as an act from the Parliament of the United Kingdom. The partition split along the
border of two provinces - Bengal and Punjab - based on either Hindu or Muslim
majorities, and unfortunately created a prominent refugee crisis of of people living on or
across religious borders contrary to their own. There was displacement of millions and
large-scale violence of similar numbers, haunting the relationship between India and
Pakistan even today. Additionally, there are many further divisions of British India that
occurred after the partition that had similar complications and cultural importance such
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as Bangladesh in 1971, Burma (today, Myanmar), Ceylon (today, Sri Lanka), and a
number of many states.45

Hindu Concentration

Muslim Concentration

Buddhist
Concentration

Topic 2: Drafting a Constitution
As a result of the treaties following
World War II, India was not the only state
that had to create a new constitution and redefine what it means to govern. Obvious
examples of functioning democracies included France and the United States, but India
had its own set of individual issues to solve that differed from the French and American
situations when drafting a constitution. India’s history with the caste system led many to
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fear a return to a division of the population with the claim that everyone would be equally
represented when it would only continue to representation of the elites. Jawaharlal
Nehru, the new Prime Minister of India expressed this fear to the Constituent Assembly,
saying they “can frame a Constitution, in which the rights of accepted minorities would
be protected to their satisfaction”.46
The constitution of independent India set a framework of the country’s political
organization and outlined government officials’ powers and duties, as well as delineating
the rights of the people. There are many aspects to India’s extensive constitution, but
there are three categories to which special attention should be given. First, the issue of
the national language and which language the constitution should be written in. India’s
various states and immense population speak a variety of languages and dialects. The
official languages, per Article 343 of the constitution, are Standard Hindi and English.
However, it’s important to note that while these may be the official languages of the
government, they are by no means the national languages of the people. Second, India
recognizes seven fundamental rights in its constitution: equality, freedom, protection
against exploitation, freedom of religion, cultural and educational, constitutional
remedies, and property. Third, India’s constitution outlines its national governance
structures in executive, legislative, and judiciary branches that operate in a unique
semblance of the American federal system.
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Questions to Consider
Partition of India / Religious Tensions:
1. What precautions could have been taken to prevent or lessen the major religious
tensions as a result of the partition of India?
2. Are there any alternative actions that could have been taken to prevent or lessen
the major religious tensions?
Drafting a Constitution:
1. In what ways did the Assembly of India take a political stance in their selection of
a national language? What were the positive and negative outcomes of their final
decision?
2. Did the Assembly of India include a sufficient layout of fundamental rights?
3. Are India’s executive, legislative, and judicial branches maximizing their
efficiency?
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